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This Conservation Area Appraisal is seen as a useful contribution towards fulfilling the
Local Authority's duties and responsibilities, as set out under Section 69 of the 1990
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act, that are as follows:
1. To review the extent of their conservation areas, and, if appropriate, to designate
further areas
2. To formulate and publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of
conservation areas, and submit them to public consultation
3. In exercising their planning powers, to pay special attention to the desirability of
preserving or enhancing the character and appearance of conservation areas
The importance of the Conservation Areas of Falmouth is inextricably linked with the
importance of its historical and landscape context, its use of local materials and building
traditions and to its special climate. Its historical context includes the special way that it
has evolved and the layers of history that it represents. Falmouth's landscape (and
seascape) context is one of the most spectacular in the world. Its local materials and
building traditions provide colour, tone, texture and visual interest, and to some extent
also determine form. The special climate provides a rich green setting of indigenous
landscape for the setting of the town and allow for rare gardens with exotic planting
within the town.

2

OBJECTIVES OF THE SURVEY

Definition and appraisal of character depends on all the above, particularly being able to
understand those elements that have moulded the present individual character of
Falmouth. This understanding must include the principal aspects of its historical
development and why and how Falmouth grew where it is. The appraisal must also
come to terms with what Falmouth has become, its particular strengths and its
weaknesses, and it must provide guidance about how to preserve and conserve, or build
on (enhance), its strengths, and how it might solve its problems and turn them round to
the overall benefit (enhancement) of the town. Therefore, in the sense that all these
ingredients are part of an appraisal process, the report must be read as a whole, the
actual appraisal is in fact the sum of all its parts.

The importance of any town can only properly be assessed if its history is understood:
its roots and its reason for existence; where it has come from and what it has been
through, and the characters and events that have influenced its development.

3.1.1

There has been human habitation and activity at the place we now call Falmouth since
long before recorded history. There are earthwork remains of Iron Age cliff castles at
Pendennis (see figure 2), Round Ring near Penryn and the Round Field at Maenporth.

3.1.2

Evidence that the Pendennis headland was probably occupied during the Bronze Age
includes an urn of the period that was found there.

3.1.3

It is likely that there was early trading for tin out of the Fal estuary, alluvial tin separated
by tin-streaming and smelted into ingots. The Rev. William Borlase (Survey of
Cornwall, 1769) observes: "But the principal inducement for the Phoenicians to
frequent our coast was Tin .... all the cities and nations of the Mediterranean had their
tin chiefly from the Phoenicians, and they from the islands of Britain ... ". There is some
physical evidence of this: "A Tin ingot possibly 4000 years old (now at the Royal
Institution of Cornwall) was dredged up from Falmouth Estuary in 1812" (Bob Dunstan
(assisted by Ruth Dunstan, revised by Esther Dunstan), The Book of Falmouth and
Penryn (Falmouth 1975, page 12).

3.1.4

There has probably been oyster dredging in the Fal estuary since Roman times Sheila
Bird, Bygone Falmouth (Chichester 1985).

3.2.1

Arwenack House (see figure 1) is the oldest house in Falmouth and the medieval house
existed on this site, with its extensive grounds, on the neck of the Pendennis headland. It
was acquired by marriage in 1385 and held until just after.] 700 by the Killigrew family.
This seems to have been the only property at the south-east end of what we now call
Falmouth at this period but it is likely that there was already some development in the
area later known as Smithick, the area around the present Market Strand and the Moor.
In St Gluvias Church there is a brass c1484 to "Thomas Kyllygrewe, gentleman, Joanna
and Elizabeth his wives, to the souls of whom and of their (six) children, may God be
propitious. Amen".

3.2.2

The River Fal (ancient name Voluba) is recorded as the Faele in 969, the Fale in 1270;
the district is referred to as Felemui from 1225 and as portum de Falemuth in 1314
(Dunstan, page 15)

3.2.3

The following description of the Fal river by the notable early sixteenth century traveller
and writer John Leland tells us something of the perception of the area in the late
medieval period:
"The river was compassed with the loftiest trees that the Kingdom afforded in the time
of Henry VIII, and was therefore by the Britons called Cassi-tir or Cassi-ter; that is to

say; woodland" (R. Thomas, History and Description of the Town and Harbour of
Falmouth 1826, page 9)
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3.3.1

The importance of the Fal estuary is appraised by Leland circa 1540 as: "notable and
famous, and in all manner the principal haven of all Britain" (Thomas P6). It was the
importance of this "haven" to both local and national maritime security that caused the
port to be included in the 1538 plan during the reign of Henry VII to build a series of
coastal defences, strengthening the existing defences or building new. At this time there
was the very real danger of an invasion from France following a reconciliation between
the Emperor Charles V and Francis I, the King of France. Increased hostility between
the two countries had been stimulated by the "Dissolution of the Monasteries", but this
acti vity enabled Henry to tap into the great wealth that had been amassed by the church
and use some of it for his castle-building programme. The twin castles of Pendennis (see
figure 2) and St Mawes (see figure 3) were therefore part of a series of castles to be built
at strategic locations around the coast of England. Two other castles were proposed: one
at Trefusis headland and one at Gyllyngvase but these were never built.

3.3.2

Pendennis Castle (see figure 2) was built on Killigrew land between 1539 and 1545 on
the site of an ancient fortification. Its first Governor was John Killigrew of Arwenack.
"John I inherited one of Cornwall's richest estates worth £6000 per year and largely
rebuilt the house 1567. There is a Brass of John Killigrew (d.1567) and his wife
Elizabeth in Budock Church. The Castle was extended with the addition of the
"Governor's Quarters" quite early on and was further fortified during the reign of Queen
Elizabeth I by the addition of massive outer defences

3.3.3

Cornwall, at the time of the construction of Pendennis Castle appears not to have been
known for its refinement: a Venetian Ambassador to Castile wrote in 1546, "We are in a
very wild and barbarous place which no human being ever visits, in the midst of a most
barbarous race, so different in language and custom from the Londoners and the rest of
England that they are as intelligible to these last as to the Venetians". (Dunstan, page 46)

3.3.4

Killigrew's son John (II) acquired the lease of many tithes of the dismembered Glasney
College, this included certain harbour rights and the right to cut wood near Glasney.

3.4.1

Following the construction of the twin castles of St Mawes and Pendennis (see figures 2
and 3) and improvements made at Pendennis as a haven for shipping the Fal estuary was
now without parallel. A quote from the seventeenth century travel writer, Peter Mundy,
gives us some idea of the scale of the sheltered anchorage that was available within the
nine square miles of tidal estuary of the Carrick Roads: "Falmouth is famous for
shipping either outward or homeward. It may be accompted the second in England, if
not the first .... 100 saile of ships and one may not see the other from their maine tops .... "
(copied from Dunstan, page 11)

3.4.2

Richard Carew in his Survey of Cornwall, written in the late sixteenth century, says:
"The River Falafalling here into the sea's gaping mouth, hath endowed it with that
name. In the very mouth of the harbour lieth a rock (Black Rock), rather disgracing
than endangering the same, for with the ebb it is discovered, and at the flood marked
by a pole purposely fixed thereon. For the rest, such as compare Plymouth and

Falmouth together, observe that Plymouth creeks are mostly with plain shores,
Falmouth with steep; which maketh that the more delightful for the prospect, this
more safe for riding (at anchor)" (Thomas page 6).
3.4.3

Falmouth had become a serious rival to the senior town of Penryn, a town that had
become incorporated as a borough in 1236. Penryn had flourished as the safest haven in
the estuary and had been the town closest to the mouth of the estuary. Its success had
been further boosted by the founding of the Glasney Collegiate Church by Walter
Bronescombe in the year 1265. A number of events in the seventeenth century were to
hasten the rise of Falmouth and the decline of Penryn as the principal port of the Fal
Estuary.

3.4.4

Sir Walter Raleigh had encouraged the Killigrews to develop Falmouth as a port. A 1613
plan to build a whole town was objected to by the boroughs of Truro, Penryn and
Helston who sent a petition to King James I. John Killigrew (IV) went to London in
1613 to present the case for building a town at Falmouth. He was knighted in 1617 and
eventually got permission to build four houses, and later he built inns at Smithick (the
Moor area). The first map of Smithick dated about 1613 shows 12 houses, 4 pubs
(victualling houses for the relief of seafaring men) and a row of cellars. However, it was
after the Civil War that ambitions of town expansion were realised.

3.4.5

In 1646, Sir John Arundell, (he died aged 80 in 1656 according to Trerice Guide.
According to St. Parkfield Oliver, Pendennis and St. Mawes etc (London 1975) page 31
- in 1643 Sir John was either 67 or 86!) then aged 70, and governor of Pendennis Castle
(helped by Sir Henry Killigrew), was besieged by Cromwell's army for 153 days. He
eventually surrendered with following the loss of 300 occupants through starvation and
the plague. On 17th August 1646 dignity and earned the admiration of the besiegers. It
was the last English fortress to surrender. The 900 survivors marched out (having been
reduced to eating horse- and dog-meat) "with colours flying, trumpets sounding, drums
beating, matches lighted at both ends, bullets in their mouths, and every soldier twelve
charges of powder". (list description). Before the siege, Arwenack was deliberately
partly destroyed by the Killigrews but this did not stop the Parliament forces from using
this as their headquarters.

3.4.6

Mulberry Square existed in 1691 (suggested map evidence), and was the site of
Falmouth's first custom house. This house was built through the efforts of Sir Peter
Killigrew in 1650 (removed 1785). He was also responsible for building most of the
quays along the Falmouth waterfront. This building programme was to be one of the
most important contributions towards the subsequent rapid growth of the town. Peter II
built Custom House Quay, and complementing these developments was the first tide
mill, built circa 1670.

3.4.7

Another eminent Killigrew was to be involved in the promotion of bricks and mortar
elsewhere at about the same time. Thomas Killigrew, born 1611, wrote three plays
before the Civil War, all performed at the Cockpit, Drury Lane. Samuel Pepys described
Thomas as a "merry droll", who enjoyed King Charles II's esteem (Thomas Killigrew
had introduced Nell Gwyn to the stage). After the Great Fire of London in 1672,
Thomas Killigrew engaged Sir Christopher Wren to design the new Theatre Royal.
Thomas died in 1683 and was buried in Westminster Abbey (from Dunstan, page 45).

3.4.8

When the monarchy was restored in 1660 Charles II remembered the commitment and
determination that the Pendennis garrison had shown and the scene was set for
concessions to the inhabitants of Falmouth. In that same year, the Governor of
Pendennis, Peter Killigrew I procured the removal of Customs dues from Penryn to
Falmouth and obtained the Royal Charter of Incorporation making Falmouth officially a
town.

3.4.9

The Falmouth Rectory Act of 1664 recognised that "... whereas the parish of Gluvias
is very spatious ... within which ... the Towne of Falmouth formerly called Smeddick .
. . seated in the midst of the Harbour of Falmouth ... the same is of late very much
augmented, and growne soe populous, that whereas heretofore there were not above ten
houses therein, there are already neere two hundred". The Falmouth Rectory Act of
1671 defined the boundaries of Falmouth (from Dunstan, page 59).

3.4.10

The next event that was to pave the way to the expansion of Falmouth as a port, (NB:
Some Packet captains made homes in Penryn as well as Flushing) was the adoption of
the town by the Post Office as a Packet Station in 1688 (see also paragraph 4.2).

3.5.1

The eighteenth century was to see the end of the Killigrew line but not the end of the
influence of their descendants.

3.5.2

In 1705 the male line of the Killigrews died out with the death of Sir Peter Killigrew II.
Ann, daughter of Sir Peter, married Martin Lister, an officer at the Castle, who took the
name Martin Lister Killigrew. In 1738 Martin Lister Killigrew erected Killigrew
Monument in the Grove (later to be moved to a site near Lansdowne Road and finally to
its present site). The monument commemorates particularly George Killigrew, Sir
Peter's only son, who had been killed in a duel at the Red Lion Inn, Penryn. In 1745,
Arwenack passed to George's sister, Frances (the last of the Killigrews) who married Sir
Richard Erisey. She was later divorced and returned to Arwenack with her daughter
Mary. Frances later married Col. John West from Bury St Edmunds. Mary married Lord
Berkeley of Stratton, brother of the last Lord Berkeley of Stratton. Their daughter
Sophie married the Recorder of Falmouth, Sir John Wodehouse, later to become the first
Baron Wodehouse. His great grandson was made 1st Earl of Kimberley, and the 4th
Earl, Lord of Arwenack (information from Dunstan). This list of Killigrews and
offspring are remembered in some of the place names about the town.

3.5.3

The importance of Falmouth as a port was enhanced by better overland communications
when in 1754 (Bird) the Turnpike road between Truro and Falmouth was built. These
improved links were soon to be capitalised by a certain Quaker family, starting with
George Croker Fox, who moved to Falmouth in 1759 (Dunstan, page 46). It was George
who built Grovehill House (see figure 6), now listed grade II. In l759 Robert Were Fox,
his son (Fellow of the Royal Society and appointed American Consul), who invented the
magnetic Dipping Needle (used in early Arctic and Antarctic voyages). In 1791 the Fox
family started Perran Foundry (on the road between Truro and Falmouth), an industrial
complex (now mostly listed grade II*) that was to make some of the biggest iron
castings ever achieved, many of them to be used in local mines.
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3.5.4

During the eighteenth century Pendennis Castle was neglected and garrisoned by
"invalids" ((Peter Gilson, Falmouth in old Photographs, Falmouth 1990, page 6). In
1795 it was purchased by the Crown from Lord Wodehouse. Captain Philip Melvill
(captured and tortured during the Indian campaigns of 1779) was Deputy Governor of
Pendennis 1797 and formed the Pendennis volunteer army during the Napoleonic threat.
He also started charity schools for boys and girls of the town (see also paragraph 4.6).

3.5.5

In 1785 (Bird), Bank Place (No 2) became the second Custom House building (now
listed grade 11*): perhaps showing the growing importance of Falmouth as a maritime
centre.

3.6.1

In 1801 the population of Falmouth was the largest of any town in the county. By 1831
the population was 4,761 persons (1,858 males and 2,903 females), and despite a serious
cholera outbreak in 1833 (Dunstan, page 62), the population had risen to an estimated
5,709 by 1861.

3.6.2

Maritime matters continued to flourish: in 1814 a new Custom House was built (now
listed grade 11*). The Packet Service (see also paragraph 4.2) continued to be one of the
principal activities of the town but in 1823 it was taken over by the Admiralty who used
brigs, and finally abandoned by the Post Office in 1852. The activity of the Falmouth
Quay Punts "Falmouth for Orders" flourished in their ship-to shore service of supplying
ships visiting the harbour, and the local shops that provided the supplies also enjoyed
good business. There were also the Falmouth Working Boats dredging for oysters.
During the nineteenth century there were many shipwrecks locally, despite Falmouth
being such a safe haven (in] 815,300 vessels took refuge from a storm). There had been
many daring rescues but it wasn't until 1867 that Falmouth got its first lifeboat "the
Gloucester" (which the Great Western Railway transported to the town free of charge).

3.6.3

The Fox family continued to have a strong influence. Robert Were Fox II had two
daughters Anna Maria and Caroline, who were exposed to the artistic strand of society
at the time. The family met and entertained such notabilities as Wordsworth, Coleridge,
Kingsley, John Stuart Mill, Thomas Carlyle, Tennyson and Holman Hunt. Inspired by
these experiences Caroline wrote "Memories of Old Friends" (also, the Alfred Fox
Journal tells us about the important national links the family had). However, it was Anna
Maria, then only 17, who in 1833 suggested that inventive talent should be rewarded,
and proposed forming the Polytechnic Society (the first polytechnic in the world, now
listed grade 11*!). The family's experience of the inventive genius that was exemplified
at Perran Foundry had inspired in her this vision of a centre for the display of
innovation. The Polytechnic involved the great Cornish families that included: Lemon,
Vyvyan, Pendarves, Enys, Williams, Fox, Borlase, St Aubyn, Basset, Bolitho, Rogers, St
Levan, Hodgkin, Robartes, Davies Gilbert and Mount Edgcumbe. Francis Basset, Lord
de Dunstanville, was the first patron of the Polytechnic from 1833 to 1835, when this
privilege was taken on by King William, followed by continued Royal Patronage, and
then called the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Society (Royal interest in Falmouth is
confirmed when Queen Victoria visits in 1846. Anna Maria, herself an artist, also
sponsored artistic studies and was an inspiring influence until her death in 1897 at 82
(Caroline died aged 52).

3.6.4

Money prizes "Premiums" were offered by the Society. Richard Hosking was awarded
for inventing a water gauge for steam boilers and a lathe for "cutting screw tools". The
most notable winning project was the Loam man engine, installed first at Tresevean
mine, Gwennap.

3.6.5

Other awards for inventions presented included compressed-air rock drilling and mine
ventilation and pumping. There were also schemes for the promotion of education, art,
science, commerce and manufacture. The 1860 annual exhibition was illuminated by
"lime light" and the Society was the first to conduct experiments on "Mr. Nobel's
explosive agent, nitro-glycerine". In 1877 Professor Alexander Graham Bell
demonstrated the telephone and also the microphone and phonograph. In 1868 the first
Falmouth Observatory (see figures 6 and 28) (now listed grade II) was opened by the
Meteorological Office in conjunction with the Polytechnic Society. In 1885 an improved
observatory (see figure 7) was built in Western Terrace (not listed at the time of writing).
Other initiatives of the Society included the setting up of a Library and Dispensary
(since replaced by the Technical College building). In 1980 the Cornwall Maritime
Museum was set up from what remained of the Town Museum. Since 1981 the Maritime
Museum, has been housed at No 2 Bell's Court (see figure 9) (listed grade II).

3.6.7

The loss of the Packet Service to Southampton around 1852 was fortunately followed a
few years later by the development of the Falmouth Docks Company in 1859. This was
complemented by the opening of the railway in 1863. In 1892 Submarine Pier (in front
of Arwenack) was built for the local volunteer Submarine Mariners.

3.6.8

In 1865 Murrey's Guide says of Falmouth: "it consists of one long narrow street, of
mean appearance, straggling along the side of the water". There was, however much
good quality development during the nineteenth century, including substantial
residential development both behind the main street and at either end.

3.6.9

Pendennis Castle continued in use and was to some extent developed: the Storehouse,
Field Train Shed and Stables date from about 1800, but for much of the nineteenth
century the site was used as training for detachments of the Artillery Militia. Later in the
nineteenth century some underground facilities were installed e.g. at the East Bastion
and the Bell Bastion, to cater for the changing technology of warfare.

3.7.1

From 1908 Pendennis Castle was used by Territorial Army. It became a coastal artillery
site during both world wars and the gun positions were adapted. In 1920 Pendennis
Castle was declared an Ancient Monument and taken over by the Commissioners of
Works for the benefit of the public, and after the war in 1946 it was reopened to the
public ("300 years after siege") (Gilson P7).

3.7.2

During the twentieth century Falmouth has for the most part enjoyed steady economic
growth, much of it in line with the development of the Docks (see also paragraph 4.7),
but depending more and more on tourism, including the sailing phenomenon towards
the end of the century.

3.7.3

Falmouth's present population of about 20,000 has more than trebled since the middle of
the nineteenth century but the extra population has been to a great extent absorbed by
massive residential development almost reaching Penryn in one direction and Budock in
another.

3.8.1

Falmouth's activities have become less dependant on its traditional fishing and other
maritime industries and has moved its emphasis towards tourism, leisure and service
industries. One of the activities that has shown a massive increase in popularity is
weekend sailing, the harbour now bristling with private racing craft during the racing
season. Hotels have adapted to the growing expectations of today's tourists and many of
the larger houses now offer bed-and-breakfast. The shopping centre remains busy during
peak times but the emphasis of what is being traded has changed from its former
predominantly maritime businesses towards fast food and gift shops to cater for the
demands of a different kind of visitor and more traditional retailing to serve the needs of
residents. However, for many local people life goes on, with work in small businesses
and offices providing a background framework of normality.

3.8.2

Falmouth boasts many activities that are particularly characteristic of its past and present
diversity: the opening of much more of the later military activities at Pendennis Castle;
the unique maritime museum that has a complete area dedicated to the history of the
Packet Service; its excellent Art Gallery in the Library on the Moor; its Art Centre in the
Polytechnic building and its choice of ferry and pleasure cruise boats.

3.8.3

Falmouth Art College has grown in stature to become a regional and national centre of
excellence. It offers not only a benefit for its students but has a knock-on effect to the
economy of the town and enriches its cultural diversity.

3.8.4

In so many ways Falmouth is a place that thrives on its individuality and promises with
the right initiatives to build on its great past towards a sustainable future.

To understand the appearance and plan of a town it is very important to identify the way
in which it has grown, and has been altered. By 1660 Falmouth had become a port of
some significance, but Falmouth was not officially a town until the Charter of
Incorporation of 1661. However, it was the adoption as a Post Office Packet Station in
1688 that was the real stimulus for both rapid growth and continued success.

4.1.1

In 1652 Customs and Excise operation had been set up, proving that there was already
sufficient activity to warrant such a facility (Bird), but Falmouth had to wait a little
longer for its official town status. The incorporation of 1661 was timely, coming just
after the Restoration of the Monarchy in the form of Charles II, the charter being given
to a place that had been so loyal to the monarchy during the Civil War, Pendennis Castle
having sustained such an epic siege that it gained the admiration of its besiegers and
eventually gained the thanks of the Crown.

4.2.1

The strategic position of Falmouth and its recognition as one of the best natural harbours
in the world must have been strong contributing factors to what was probably the most
important single impetus to the rapid growth of Falmouth. This was the adoption of the
town in 1688 as a Post Office Packet Station. The privately-owned packet ships were
sleek fast brigantines, crewed by about 30 men. They sailed regularly to Spain, Portugal,
the Mediterranean and the Americas. This was the beginning of the "Golden Age" for
Falmouth with, at its peak in the early years of the nineteenth century, 40 packet ships
operating about 100 voyages per year. Packet ships carried both mail and gold bullion
and were prey to marauding privateers along the coast of France and North America and
losses were common because of wars until 1815. During the Napoleonic Wars, 32
actions were fought between 1812 to 1814 between Packets and Privateers, 17 resulting
in victories for Falmouth boats against superior arms. Ships, with their precious cargoes,
carried purely defensive armaments and were instructed: "You must run where you can;
you must fight when you can no longer run; and when you can fight no more you must
sink the mails before you strike" (mail was carried on deck in weighted bags). Some
commanders ignored this advice and turned pirate when the opportunity arose.
Sometimes, however, fighting was the only option an~ often the packet ships gave good
account of themselves. John Bull (of Marlborough House, see figure 8, now listed grade
11*),in the Duke of Marlborough packet, successfully fought a French privateer at the
harbour entrance and ran another ship onto the Manacles. There were other dangers: in
1803 Lady Hobart sank after collision with an iceberg and winter sailing's on this route
stopped after this (Gilson, page 7).

4.2.2

The packets also carried other goods to try to increase their revenue but from 1780 the
Post Office tried to discourage this because of the extra risk of not having their cargo
delivered safely. Customs officials (who had often been accused of corruption
themselves) had become unpopular with the packet captains and crews. Individual
seamen on board were often subjected to having their sea-chests searched by customs
officers to discourage personal cargoes and smuggling. In 1810, attempts by customs

officers to search two outward sailing ships: the "Prince Adolphus" (Captain
Boulderson) and the "Duke of Marlborough" (Captain John Bull), plus the seamen's
chests, resulted in a mutiny. The ensuing trouble led to the "Riot Act" being read outside
the Packet Office in Bell's Court (see figure 9) and the Garrison at Pendennis Castle
being put under arms. Following this, for two months, the Packet Service relocated in
Plymouth but service was found to be unsatisfactory. After this the Navy progressively
supplied ships (brigs), early on described as "coffin ships" when seven were lost in six
months! From 1830 onwards steam packets began to take trade from the sailing Packets.
In 1843 Falmouth lost its local service to Southampton and in 1850 the South African
route was the last to give way to steam. However, during its period of operation the
Packet Service had enabled growth of Falmouth from the Bar to Greenbank and beyond
(see figure 4). Also, the presence of the Packet ships encouraged other marine-oriented
industries to develop (Gilson, page 8).
4.2.3

The packet agents themselves were an important and colourful part of Falmouth life:
Daniel Gwin (1689-1699); 4 agents between 1699 and 1723 included Jones and Zachary
Rogers (who were in arrears with their accounts); Stephen Banfield (1723-1747);
George Bell (1747-1776) who introduced Freemasonry to Cornwall (Falmouth Lodge
formed May 20th 1751); Stephen Bell (1776-1785) (who was in debt to the Post Office
(General Inquiry 1781) and shot himself in 1785); Benjamin Pender (1785-1810)
established a Packet Letter Office; Christopher Saverland (1810-1821) when Packet
Office moved to present Harbour Master's Office (listed grade IT)in Arwenack Street,
later moved to Woodlane Terrace and then the office of Thomas Musgrove (1821-1824),
and William Gay (1824-1843). At Woodlane Terrace a signal post 56 feet high was
erected.

4.3.1

Land ownership was another important factor in the way that Falmouth grew and
expanded. Most of the earlier growth of Falmouth had been on Killigrew land as part of
the Arwenack former grounds. This was controlled first by Peter Killigrew and later by
his successors in charge of the estate until there was a situation of there being an
absentee landlord where development to create revenue became more important than
maintaining any sense of context for the historic family seat.

4.3.2

The fust map of Smithick (where the development of Falmouth started) dated about
1613 shows 12 houses, 4 pubs (victualling houses for the relief of seafaring men) and a
row of cellars. Much of this part of Falmouth has been the subject of successive
redevelopment.

4.3.3

Until the early nineteenth century most of the development was concentrated along the
waterfront and the main street (see figures 4 and 5): the tide mills at Bar Pool at one end
and quays along the front all the way to Greenbank with old maps showing warehouses
ranged along behind the quays. Except for Arwenack itself, the earliest building is the
Church of King Charles the Martyr (1662-1665), built for Sir Peter Killigrew and partly
funded by King Charles II. There survive quite a number of eighteenth century
merchant's houses from the earlier period, most notably two houses in Bell's Court (see
figure 9) (listed grade II) and Ludgate House (see figure 60) (listed grade 11*)in the
High Street. Bank Place (listed grade 11*) was built, or adapted, in 1785 (Bird) to

accommodate the Customs House. Near this is the late eighteenth century town house
and office of George Croker Fox (listed grade 11*), and the nearby Bank House, now the
YMCA (listed grade II), also built for him in 1788. Other town houses or merchants
houses of the eighteenth century have generally had shopfronts added to them so that
one has to look up from street level to see the evidence of steep roofs, often with
modillioned eaves, or the common 5-window range on the first floor. There are two very
old houses together at the High Street end of Webber Street (see figure 10) (both listed
grade II), and the Women's Institute building (listed grade II) in Webber Street is an
unusual eighteenth century house with a very tall upper floor (a piano nobile). Other
good examples include Nos. 30 and 31,36 and 37, 42 (rear wing) 47 and 48, and 59
Church Street (see figure 39) (all grade II). At the north-west end of the town part of the
Greenbank Hotel is eighteenth century and Nos. 1 and 2 Stratton Place (listed grade II)
are late eighteenth century as are some of the houses in Dunstanville Terrace (see figures
4 and 65). One of the oldest buildings in the High Street is the former Congregational
Chapel of circa 1710, converted to become the Town Hall (see figure 11) in 1715 (now
listed grade 11*).

Figure J 5. Clare Terrace

4.3.4

There is a small number of houses and farmhouses beyond the waterfront development
that survive from the earlier period. The house called Eden Lodge in Melvill Road was
already built probably by the end of the eighteenth century as was "Raffles" (previously
"The White Cottage") in Fenwick Road (later the home of writer Howard Spring)
George Croker Fox had built his innovative bow-windowed house in the late eighteenth
century and Robert Were Fox built Rosehill within extensive grounds about 1820.
Gyllyngdune House (see figure 12) (now Hotel) was built for the Reverend William
Coope (the pioneer of the Tractarian movement in Cornwall) in the late 1830s also in its
own grounds (part now the Gyllyngdune Gardens and Princess Pavilion, see figure 23).

4.3.5

During the early nineteenth century some of the spaces between these out-of-town
residences started to be filled. At the north-west end of town are some good examples of
this expansion. This part of Falmouth, known as Penwerris, was in Budock parish until
1892 but was being developed on land owned by Sir Francis Basset, Baron de
Dunstanville of Stratton. St Michael's Church of 1827 was built to provide for this
expanding population. The earlier development (most now listed grade II) at this time
includes The Royal Cornwall Yacht Club building (see figures 13 and 27), Nos 2-4
Beacon Terrace, Harriet Place, Prospect Place, Nos. 3-7 Stratton Place, Nos. 1 and 2
Stratton Terrace, many of the detached villas along Stratton Terrace and also Tehidy
Terrace (see figure 26). Behind the High Street, probably slightly later, is Harbour
Terrace (see figure 70) and Erisey Terrace.

4.3.6

Up the steep slopes behind Church Street and built parallel to the contours are more fine
terraces of the early and mid nineteenth centuries, most notably: Florence Place (see
figure 14) and Florence Terrace (both listed grade II); Wodehouse Terrace (some listed
grade II), Clare Terrace (see figure 15) and Woodlane (some listed grade II). At the

south-east end of town Nos 1 and 2 and Nos. 3-5 Bar Terrace (all listed grade II) are
early nineteenth century, but the rest of Bar Road is mid and late nineteenth century, the
houses generally getting later in date towards the town, with Railway Cottages postdating the arrival of the railway in 1863.
4.3.7

During the middle of the nineteenth century the expansion across former Arwenack
(later Kimberley) land continued: Kimberley Park Road was extended to the north of
Kimberley Park and Park Terrace was built to the south of the Park. Killigrew Street
grew longer and Clifton Place, Raleigh Place and later Park Hill covered more land in
between it and Kimberley Park. To the south east of Killigrew Street more fine stuccoed
terraces grew, most notably: Marlborough Road (Nos. 1-6 listed grade II), Norfolk
Road, Albert Terrace, Windsor Terrace and Budock Terrace. The 1865 Murrey's Guide
acknowledges the quality of the buildings of this period: "Of late years, however,
Falmouth, like other towns has been extended and improved, and there are now at either
end of it, and on the heights above the shore, handsome and commodious dwellings,
which command an uninterrupted view of the estuary."

4.3.8

Wellington Terrace and Vernon Place are also of this time but are less showy (and now
less complete). Beyond the line south west of Albany Road the development is generally
later nineteenth century, including the very fine 1880 Cambridge Place (see figures 16
and 17) (listed grade II).

4.3.9

The construction of the railway provides another development boundary (the
development south of this taking us beyond the present conservation area boundary) so
that most of the buildings south of the line are later than it (1863).

The Falmouth Hotel (see figure 21) (listed grade II) of 1865 sets a standard of
excellence that seems to have been an inspiration for the design of many smaller guest
houses flanking Melvill Road and in Lansdowne Road. The 1895 Murrey's Guide
mentions hotels: "the Falmouth, close to the station and sea with Pendennis as an
annexe; Greenbank, overlooking the harbour, nearly one and a half miles from the
station; Royal and Duke of Cornwall in Market Strand, about a mile from the station and
Lawson's Temperance --".
Most of the development in Avenue Road seems to be
quite late nineteenth century, as do most of the guest houses lining the roads leading
down to the seafront. The development of the seafront itself is mostly late nineteenth
century but some sections have been redeveloped in the late twentieth century. Notable
losses of good quality buildings that have become the victims of such ambitions include
the former Bay Hotel, designed by the prolific and innovative Cornish architect,
Sylvanus Trevail, and Cliff House, once the home of Alfred de Pass, a discriminating art
collector who was the principal donor of the art collection now exhibited at the
Falmouth Art Gallery.
4.3.10

Within the heart of the old town two events were to trigger major redevelopment of the
later nineteenth century. In 1862 there was a disastrous fire in the High Street (on the
landward side) when 30 houses and £30,000 worth of property including seven houses
demolished as firebreaks were destroyed (from Gilson P28). There followed in 1870 a
fire in Market Street (on the seaward side) causing more serious loss of property. Some
street widening took place following each of these fires and the new properties were
generally built to a high standard (some now listed grade II). These changes inspired
later ones such as in 1920 when the fron~, designed by C. Russell Corfield (Dunstan) of

the Royal Hotel (see figure 63) (grade II) was rebuilt several feet back (from Gilson,
page 45) with the Royal Arms re-sited.
4.3.11

The old part of the town of Falmouth experienced little major development between the
wars, although there are many good examples of inter-war residential development just
beyond the present Conservation Area, some even within it, as at the south-west end of
the Moor.

4.3.12

The twelve recorded air raids during World War II were responsible for the loss of many
buildings with 39 houses actually destroyed and 1,913 houses damaged.

4.3.13

Since the last war there was little significant development within the present
conservation area until a number of major schemes were implemented. These are the
Packet Quays residential development together with the gateway to the High Street; the
Admiral's Quay residential development adjacent and the Trago store (on the site of old
fish cellars), incorporating the former Taylor's Garage building, in front of Bank Place.

4.4.1

The principal industries of Falmouth have always centred around its strategic maritime
position. There had probably been oyster dredging since Roman times but by the
seventeenth century there was considerable trading in ships' stores, tin for export, and
coal, iron and timber imports, plus some shipbuilding and fishing (exported to
Mediterranean countries) even before the Charter of Incorporation of 1671. There were
also two tide mills at Bar Pool quite early on. However, it was the adoption of Falmouth
as a packet station in 1688 that was to provide the real stimulus for growth. This was to
put Falmouth firmly on the world map and also brought with it fashion and architecture
that was right up-to-date for the time.

4.4.2

The construction of the quays and harbour also enabled general cargoes to be loaded and
unloaded. North Quay (see figures 36 and 37), for example became the place for the
discharge of house coal or road stone in baskets, the coal to b~ stored in warehouses
along King Charles Quay. Similarly, there was Harris' Coal Yard on Mulberry Quay.
Custom House Quay was the centre for schooners, quay punts, sailing barges (e.g.
Shamrock, now preserved at Cotehele Quay on the Tamar) and working boats. These
included the highly successful Falmouth Quay Punts "Falmouth for Orders" that
provided a victualling service to visiting ships, a service that generated considerable
trade for the wholesalers and retailers within the town. There were boat-builders yards,
as by Admiral's Quay (where the slipway with its cobbles and timber sliders still
survives). A lot of trade was generated for ships' chandlers together with their suppliers
of ropes and canvas, timber, fastenings and fittings. There are cellars (see figure 44) at
the rear of Well Beach (Lymekill Bay on 1597 map) that, it has been suggested, were
possibly built as an ice-making plant. There were also many associated trade such as
smiths and carpenters, all with their workshops along the waterfront. Other industry
included John Pellow, coal merchant, whose premises were by the Royal Cornwall
Yacht Club (see figures 13 and 27). Some idea of the activity going on in the town is
that there were once thirty rights of way in the High Street area, many of them leading
to the waterfront and its businesses.

4.4.3

Fishing continued to be an effective industry throughout the nineteenth century. The
1894 town guide gives us an insight into the kind of trading that went on: "Italy took
763 tons of pickled pilchards, giving in return 235 tons of lemon peel to be candied for
flavouring Cornish cakes."

4.4.4

Industrial and maritime activity also generated the need for housing (and offices) for sea
captains and officers (particularly of the packet service) and managers (captains) of
industry. Housing was also needed for workers such as the former Pye's Cellars (now
Admiral's Quay) that was the site of homes of workers in maritime industries.

4.4.5

Service industries have also played their part in Falmouth's economy, for example, "The
Falmouth Packet" newspaper was founded in 1855 by James Lake. Two earlier
Falmouth Packet newspapers, one of which, founded in 1801, published the news of the
Battle of Trafalgar.

4.4.6

One of the organisations that helped to foster, develop, and to a significant extent
control the trade within Falmouth, was the Freemasons who were founded in 1751 in the
town. Their members included many of the Packet Captains including George Bell and
even landed gentry like Sir John St. Aubyn, Bart. By 1812 there were 70 members on
the roll.

4.5.1

Religion has been one of the moulding influences that has determined the character of
Falmouth. The Baptist movement was active in Falmouth dating from the time of the
Civil War, when many of the Parliament soldiers were practising Baptists. The
Established Church was revived at the Restoration of the Monarchy but the survival of
the seventeenth century Quaker Burial Ground (grade II walls) at Mongleath Road
proves that there was a strong Quaker presence early on as well, plus the
Congregationalists from at least the early eighteenth century, Judaism since about 1740,
Methodism since about the middle of the eighteenth century, the Bible Christian
movement in the early nineteenth century, and the revival of Roman Catholicism also
during the nineteenth century.

4.5.2

The Baptist Society was active after the Restoration of the Monarchy, during difficult
times for them, but there was no purpose-built meeting house until 1769. In 1778 a
malt-house was taken over at the top of Well Lane and converted into a chapel. This was
followed by a purpose-built chapel in Saffron Court, off Webber Street in 1804, enlarged
in 1806. Expansion of the congregation led to the building of another chapel named
"Emmanuel" in 1877, in Market Street, near the site of Woolworth's. The former Bible
Christian Chapel on Smithick Hill was bought to use as a Sunday school, but the
denomination finally moved to their present "Emmanuel" site in 1939 in Western
Terrace, where they are now again very active.

4.5.3

The oldest ecclesiastical building in Falmouth is its parish church of King Charles the
Martyr (grade 11*) (one of only five in the country with this dedication) that was built in
1662, consecrated in 1655, had its slender tower and its chancel added in 1684, galleries
inserted in 1686 and 1703, other improvements in 1706 for the Rev. Corker, altered by
having its tower raised for a clock plus the battlements added in 1800, the church

lengthened and the chancel fitted with new window in 1813 and a vestry added in 1861.
The whole building was the subject of a major restoration in 1896 to a modified design
by E Sedding and finally the Church Institute added to the vestry in 1924 to a design by
C. Russell Coffield. Probably its most influential and controversial incumbent, and a
pioneer of the Tractarian Movement in Cornwall, was William John Coope, vicar from
1838 to 1870. He lived at Gyllyngdune House (see figure 12) (now Hotel) and was
responsible for building the so-called Chapel (grade II), in fact a summer house, in Cliff
Road on the seafront.
4.5.4

Expansion of Falmouth generally, and the need to serve the Pendennis Garrison and the
Packet crews, led to the building of the Regency Gothic style church of St Michael's and
all Angels (Penwerris) Church (grade II) in 1828 on a site given by the Bassets (or de
Dunstanvilles) of Tehidy.

4.5.5

In 1890 the Church of All Saints (grade 11*), at the top of Killigrew Street designed by
J. D. Sedding was consecrated, on land donated by Lord Kimberley (descendant of the
Killigrews).

4.5.6

There was another church (1863) built on the Moor (probably the Catholic and
Apostolic Church) but this was reopened in 1876 as a Mission Church and later
demolished.

4.5.7

The seventeenth century burial ground at Mongleath Road was built for the early
Quakers but the most notable influence of this dissenting group was by the Fox family,
starting with George Croker Fox, who built Grovehill House (grade II, see figure 6) in
the late eighteenth century, the 1788 Bank House (II) and No 48 Arwenack Street (grade
11*).He was followed by Robert Were Fox (born 1798) who was a scientist who
discovered that heat increased with depth below ground. He invented the magnetic
dipping needle and helped Trevithick with high-pressure steam. He also built Rosehill
(c.1820) and was involved with the very successful nearby Perran Foundry, the running
of which inspired his daughter Anna Maria to propose the setting-up of the 1833
Polytechnic (11*) in Church Street. The surviving meeting house building, Gyllyng Hall,
surprisingly built in the Gothic style of the later nineteenth century (a break from the
earlier puritanical simplicity), fronts onto Gyllyng Street and is now converted into flats.

4.5.8

The first recorded Congregational Chapel (see figure 11) of circa 1710 in the High
Street (in 1715 converted to a town hall, and now listed grade 11*)was superseded by a
1715 chapel (in the now demolished adjacent Prince Street) that was enlarged in 1789;
another chapel was built nearby at the top of the High Street in 1853, but this too was
demolished for street widening.

4.5.9

Falmouth was one of the places that Wesley visited fairly early on during his ministry. In
July 1745 his presence led to a riot, but his tact, wit and great oratory eventually
prevailed so that subsequently Methodism became a very strong rival to the established
church and also gained ground against the other nonconformist denominations. The
main Methodist chapel is the imposing 1874 building near the bottom of Killigrew
Street, overlooking the Moor. There were other Methodist chapels including the chapel
in Chapel Place, another at Pike's Hill, and a waterside chapel at Chapel Court off
Church Street.

4.5.10

Methodism experienced its own schisms and one of the more successful breakaway
groups was the Bible Christian movement, the 1867 chapel (listed grade II*) in Berkeley
Vale being a particularly fine example, now run by the United Reform Church.

4.5.11

The circa 1840 former Jewish Synagogue (one of only two such buildings in the county)
at the top of Smithick Hill (the third synagogue on this site, the previous two wooden
buildings having burned down) is a strong reminder of both the spiritual and
commercial role that the Jewish community once had in Falmouth, particularly during
the eighteenth century and the first half of the nineteenth century. The Jewish Burial
Ground survives with many interesting headstones at Ashfield, Ponsharden.

4.6.1

Education in Falmouth is catered for quite early on. There was a Church charity school
established in 1802 for 30 girls, and in 1805 a similar school for 30 boys (said to be the
first of their kind in Cornwall) This was developed to provide a schoolroom for 300
children (boys and girls in two separate galleries). Another early initiative was that of
Captain Philip Melvill Deputy Governor of Pendennis 1797 started charity schools in
1809 (King Charles Court in Wodehouse Terrace). He had already established in 1807
the Misericordia Society "For the relief of poor strangers, not otherwise able to obtain it,
and distressed townsfolk, reduced from comfortable circumstances". There was also a
Quaker school (in Kimberley Place) quite early on. The role of the Polytechnic of 1833
was to a great extent educational and they opened a Library and Dispensary. The Fox
family were also responsible for setting up both the Wellington Terrace School (now
used by Falmouth college of Art) and the Art School in Arwenack Avenue .. There was a
small dame school (St Joseph's) at Hawkin's Way and a Church (National) School of
1860 at Penwerris. This was complemented by the School of All Saints behind the
Church of All Saints. There is one surviving Board School building (now used by the
Falmouth College of Art) at Clare Terrace (1907 grade II). Surviving near the Clare
Terrace School but altered there is another school building converted to residential use.
The present King Charles Junior and Infant School used to be a girls grammar school.
More recently there has been Falmouth Technical College (on the site of the old
Polytechnic Library and Dispensary), a college which offers courses that complement
the activities of the Docks. Falmouth has now one of the best Art Colleges in the
Country, a facility that evolved out of the very modest in scale Falmouth Art School to
become the present highly prestigious and individual Falmouth School of Art. This
college also caters for adult education, and the WEA, centred in Trelawney Road, also
runs interesting and useful courses for adults. Some school buildings have been
demolished including the 1877 Trevethan Board School on Webber (or Board School)
Hill, an imposing Gothic style building with a very tall bell tower, and demolished more
recently a school at the top of Fish Strand Hill. All in all Falmouth has had, and
continues to have, a significant role to play both in local education and in some
educational aspects also with a national reputation for innovation and excellence.

4.7.1

The 1868 Docks Foundry and Engineering Company on Western Wharf developed from
chandlers business of brothers Herbert Henry Cox and Charles Goodenough Cox, later
adding an iron foundry and smithy, but the present Docks at Falmouth really began in
1859 when the Falmouth Docks Company was formed. In 1861 the Eastern Breakwater,
Western Wharf and Number 1 Dry Dock completed (No 2 Dry Dock two years later).

Following some financial difficulties this became an engineering and ship repairing firm
known as Messrs. Cox & Co. (Engineers) Ltd.
4.7.2

The arrival of the railway to Falmouth in 1863 provided a boost to the economy of the
Docks, particularly once the line had been extended right into the site. This enabled the
delivery of supplies by rail from inland industry as well as providing a useful passenger
service once a railway station was built at the Dell in 1870.

4.7.3

In 1868 the Docks became "Docks Foundry and Engineering Company", later "Cox,
Farley & Co." which commenced shipbuilding in 1878 (launch of the steamship
"Lizard"). In 1909 the Company became Cox & Co. (Engineers Ltd.

4.7.4

The period of private enterprise was interrupted when for the period 1914-18 the
Admiralty took over. In 1917 R. & H. Green and Silley Weir Ltd of the London River
were asked to come and report on Falmouth Docks. 1918 Mr. Silley negotiated with
Messrs. Cox & Co. and the Public Works Loan Committee and the Docks came into
single ownership as The Falmouth Docks Co. and Messrs. Cox & Co.

4.7.5

After the war it was renamed as "Silley, Cox & Co. Ltd.". The Swanvale residential
development was subsequently created to house workers for the Docks. In 1924 oil tank
storage created to cater for demand for oil bunkers for ships as Falmouth Oil Services.
In 1930 shipbuilding was terminated until the Docks were enlarged adding King's
Wharf, the Northern Arm extended in 1938.

4.7.6

The Docks were very active during the last war and were occasionally targeted by
enemy raids (12 raids on Falmouth in all). In 1940, after Dunkirk, the Docks received
hordes of military personnel from the invaded countries of the Continent, and the
Intelligence Corps operated from here (Dunstan). The Northern Arm of the Docks was
rebuilt and the Queen's Wharf completed in 1942, by which time J. H. Silley had died to
be succeeded by his son. The Docks were used as an embarkation point during the
Normandy Landings in 1944. Another interesting aspect of Falmouth's contribution to
the war effort is that it was here that the weapon called the "Falmouth FANY" (a kind of
mortar bomb) was developed.

4.7.7

After the war in 1951, Silley, Cox & Co. completed a plant for the shore cleaning of oil
ballast. Expansion of the Docks continued and in 1958 the Queen Elizabeth Dock was
named al).dopened by the Duke of Edinburgh. Subsequently the business was acquired
by the P. & O. Steam Navigation Co. and in 1979 by British Shipbuilders. It is now run
as Falmouth Docks and Engineering Co.

4.8.1

As well as the activity generated by the packet service there has been and continues to
be much other maritime activity at Falmouth. The pilot boats for example provided a
complementary contribution to the activity of the port. There have been licensed Pilots
since 1808, and in 1887 the Falmouth District Pilot Boat Association was formed. In
1884 there were 11 steam tugs and 12 pilot boats operating in Falmouth. Since 1988
pilots have been employed by the Falmouth Harbour Commissioners after Trinity House
ceased to be the pilotage authority.

4.8.2

In 1876 a Lifeboat Station was formed and Falmouth has had a very effective lifeboat
.
.
serVIce ever sInce.

4.8.3

The Falmouth Quay Punts "Falmouth for Orders" provided an essential service in
victualling visiting ships. These were very seaworthy boats having to be able to operate
in virtually any weather conditions as the trade demanded.

4.8.4

Thgs were another essential part of the working activity of the harbour and tugmen, like
pilots and quay punt men, spent a large part of their time "seeking" custom from
incoming ships. Such pressure of competition sometimes led to accidents, including that
involving the Falmouth Quay Punt ironically named "I. C. D.", that was sliced one side
in two by the tug Penguin. In 1952 the 6,000 ton steamer Flying Enterprise, under Capt.
Kurt Carlson was in trouble 300 miles out in the Atlantic. After valiant efforts she was
put under tow by the tug "Turmoil", under Captain Dan Parker, after all hands were
rescued. Encountering worsening weather, the tow rope broke about 60 miles off
Falmouth and Carlson and Dancy, the mate of the Turmoil leaped from the stricken
vessel as she sank, amazingly to be rescued by the tug.

4.8.5

Sea fishing has for centuries been one of the mainstays of the Falmouth economy but
fish quotas and competition from foreign vessels has made this a much more
competitive industry, resulting in a situation where the larger boats are forced to fish
farther afield and the smaller boats often being operated as a part-time activity.
However, the overall economy of the port also sometimes benefits from the larger
fishing vessels from abroad (many from the eastern-block countries) visiting and
needing supplies or repairs.

4.8.6

The temporary laying-up of vessels (including oil rigs) has been an important part of
harbour revenue, particularly since the world decline in certain types of shipping
activity.

4.8.7

The traditional oyster boats are another essential part of the activity of the port and of
the character of Falmouth. The strict rules about their design and use ensure that this
situation is likely to be sustained provided that pollution of the oyster beds can be
avoided.

4.8.8

Falmouth was a frequent landing point for prisoners of war. The lower ranks such as
ordinary seamen were held at internment centres such as Higher Kergilliack and
Meudon (Roscrow housed 1,500 French prisoners) during the Napoleonic Wars. 0, hulks
in the harbour were used to house difficult prisoners. Higher ranks on parole were sent
to inland towns. Life for prisoners of war may not always have been as hard as we might
imagine for there is some evidence that prisoners were accustomed to sharing ordinary
life as for example contained in John Wesley's "Journals". An entry for 1747 reads: "At
eight many of the French prisoners were mixed with the usual congregation".

4.8.9

Historic vessels have also sometimes made Falmouth or the "Roads" their destination or
even final home or resting place. Some of the most notable include: the training ships
H.M.S. Ganges and H.M.S. Foudroyont, H. M. S. Vincent (1815-1906), Cutty Sark
(1923-1938) H. M. S. Implacable and more recently when The Tall Ships Race was held
at Falmouth 1966, 1982 and with great success again in 1998 (see figure 22).

4.8.10

Falmouth has often been the point of arrival of important news: in 1815 news of the
Battle of Trafalgar was brought to Falmouth via Fish Strand Quay by Lieutenant
Lapenotiere, R. N. off the schooner Pickle. He reported at the ship agent's office in
Bell's Court and then by a relay of horses to the Admiralty in London where he
announced, "Sirs, we have gained a great victory - but we have lost Lord Nelson".

4.8.11

Also, Falmouth has often been the arrival or departure point for single-handed
transatlantic crossings and round-the-world sailings: In 1968 Redruth-born Geoffrey
Williams (former head boy at Redruth Grammar School) won the east-west transatlantic
race in the "Sir Thomas Lipton". In the same year Robin Knox-Johnstone selected
Falmouth as point of departure and return for his epic non-stop single-handed round-theworld voyage in the "Suhaili" leaving 14th June 1968 and returning 22nd April 1969.
When asked by a Customs official, "Where from?", he replied, "Falmouth!".

4.8.12

Regattas for working boats, quay punts and others have been held in Falmouth since
before the middle of the nineteenth century. In 1871 H. M. Queen Victoria and H. R. H.
the Prince of Wales consented to become patrons of the newly-formed Cornwall Yacht
Club, the next year to become the "Royal" Cornwall Yacht Club (see figures 13 and
27), a patronage enjoyed by only 15 others in the country. The first annual regatta was
held on 6th August, 1872, at which the Prince of Wales presented cup, valued at 80
guineas, was presented. Commodore, Lord Wodehouse (later the 2nd Earl of Kimberley)
also presented a cup. In 1894 the Falmouth Sailing Club was formed.

4.8.13

Falmouth now during the sailing season is probably as busy on regatta days as the limits
of the size of estuary will allow. There are events for many kinds of traditional boats as
well as the now very common racing class GRP vessels. This success brings with it
many challenges, one of which is what to do with the increasing numbers of boats whilst
they are not racing? Falmouth harbour now gets saturated with masts and shrouds, not in
the picturesque way of the old working boats and "tall ships" but often as a visual clutter
that interrupts the spectacular views that are so important for Falmouth.

4.9.1

Tourism is now one of the major components of Falmouth's economy. This really began
with the completion of the railway branch line from Truro to Falmouth in 1863,
effectively making Falmouth available to the whole country as a holiday destination. Its
very favourable climate together with its undeniable assets such as the sea, beaches, the
estuary and historic character enabled it to quickly become a favourite place to visit and
enJoy.

4.9.2

The inns that had thrived on the trade generated by the former packet service were able
to cash in on this new market of paying guests. The Greenbank Hotel was well-placed to
pick up on this trade but situated rather far from the station. Purpose-built hotels soon
followed, the most notable being the Falmouth Hotel (see figure 21) (grade II) of 1865,
and extended in 1898. The building of hotels and guest houses tended to be on sites
easily accessible to the railway station and this led to the general development of the
seafront area. As well as hotels there were some important houses built overlooking, or
near, the seafront. A good example (now demolished) was Cliff House.

4.9.3

There was demand for open space as well as good accommodation and this led to the
acquisition of Gyllyngdune Gardens as a public amenity space and the creation of the
Queen Mary Gardens (see figure 68) at Gyllyngvase.

4.9.4

Entertainment was another aspect of holiday life that needed to be catered for. The
Princess Pavilion (see figure 23) and its relationship with the Gyllyngdune Gardens (see
figure 25) is a good example of a complex that answered this requirement and continues
to provide considerable enjoyment. Later there were also cinemas (High Street, The
Grand Cinema and St George's Hall) in the town to help with the inevitable need for
pleasure under cover on those days when the weather showed the other side of its local
character. Many of the larger hotels now have such facilities as swimming pools or
saunas.

4.9.5

Pleasure boats and the opportunity to be ferried to other destinations within the estuary
became a necessary facility. This led to the construction of the Prince of Wales Pier (see
figure 94) and also helped to fill the gap brought about by the decline in other kinds of
maritime activity.
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GENERAL APPRAISAL OF THE EXISTING
CONSERVATION AREA
Appraisal of the Conservation Area of Falmouth is not something that can be achieved
without acknowledging its geographical context within its immediate surroundings, its
regional context and its national context. It is also the recognition of those other
qualities that make it special, aspects of character, historical interest and of local flavour.
The sheer diversity of architecture from the polite neo-classical of the Custom House to
the rubble warehouses over historic quay walls, plus the contrast between the random
evolved architectural diversity of the historic core of the town with fine planned
terraces, and the special relationship that much of the built environment has with green
spaces and amenity spaces, all added to a spectacular location and setting, give
Falmouth a distinctive character of its own that is unlike that of any other town in
Cornwall, or for that matter, in Britain.

5.1.1

The general character and importance of Falmouth is fundamental to the particular
character and interest contained in its individual parts, many elements of which are
represented in the present Conservation Areas. Falmouth enjoys a remarkable and
unrivalled geographical and climatic situation. It is sited adjacent to the mouth of the
third largest, and one of the most beautiful, natural harbours in the world. It also enjoys
a beautiful dual distant aspect, being able to overlook the estuary, its headlands and their
historic settlements on the one side, and the open sea and along the coast beyond the
Helford River towards the largely rural Lizard Peninsula on the other. The town itself is
built on the neck and shoulders of a hilly promontory and peninsula (see figure 24)
terminating in the relatively undeveloped Pendennis Headland. The headland is
surmounted by the nationally important and visually stunning sixteenth century coastal
fort of Pendennis Castle (see figure 2). This relates functionally and visually to the
similar sister fort of 5t Mawes Castle (see figure 33), situated on the end of one limb of
the beautiful Roseland Peninsula. Beyond this is the other limb of the Roseland that
terminates in the important 5t Anthony Lighthouse. All these elements combine as an
historic and visual framework and setting to Falmouth that help to explain its "raison
d' etre". The forts were built to protect the internationally important deep natural harbour
of Carrick Roads, an estuary that has as its principal river the Fal but includes the
Penryn River, the Truro River and many others. The lighthouse was built later to make
access to the harbour safer, particularly for its function as a Packet Port.

5.1.2

The views looking out of the town are rivalled by those looking towards the town,
including of course those from the waters of the estuary or from the open sea. The
appearance of the historic core of Falmouth seems smaller than its actual considerable
physical scale by the way that it fits its immediate landscape and also by the way that
this integrates with its wider landscape. This is because the waterfront and the neck of
the peninsula as far as Berkeley Vale was largely developed by the end of the nineteenth
century so that the more interesting historic parts of the town relate more visually to
their maritime landscape, whereas the very extensive later and generally less visually
pleasing development folds over the brow of the hill, or is hidden by hollows in the
topography. In this way the historic integrity and setting of the old town is preserved.

5.1.3

From the northern end of the Conservation area, Flushing and Trefusis Point provide a
very high quality setting just across the Penryn River. From the southern end of the
Conservation Area it is a view up the Carrick Roads, promising worthwhile exploration
of its creeks, and across to the Roseland (a particularly inaccessible and beautiful part of
Cornwall that matches up to its name) that provide the visual amenity. From the
Woodlane Conservation Area it is possible to see a broad expanse of sea and the
un spoilt headland that is within the also beautiful, rural and remote parish of St Anthony
in Meneage. These outward views are an essential part of the character of the area.

5.1.4

The sister port of Flushing might well have expanded instead of Falmouth had its
history provided such commercial opportunities as those that Falmouth enjoyed,
particularly the opportunity provided by Falmouth's adoption by the Post Office as a
Packet Station. It might well have been Flushing that now spread over Trefusis land,
probably covering the Trefusis headland and absorbing Mylor as it developed, almost
certainly failing to conceal the inevitable obtrusive later development in the way that
Falmouth has. It is therefore to the benefit of all the settlements, and the landscape in
which they nestle, that history ran the way it did. The outward views from Falmouth are
virtually completely unviolated by inappropriate development, providing a visual
context that is both beautiful and interesting, whilst at the same time providing views of
itself from the surrounding landscape that show off much of its best face, a face also of
considerable beauty and character.

5.1.5

From Flushing, itself largely a conservation area, the considerable length of central
Falmouth is foreshortened. Immediately opposite though is the impressive view of the
very high quality of the terraces that form the backdrop of the north-western approach to
the town, including: Dunstanville Terrace (see figure 64) with its exciting articulated
facades; Stratton Place with late eighteenth century and early nineteenth elegance;
Stratton Terrace with detached Regency and Victorian villas, and the notable
architectural harmony of Tehidy Terrace (see figure 26). Behind these are the parallel
refined stuccoed terraces of Prospect Place and Harriet Place; behind the present
Conservation Area there is the more varied Penwerris Terrace; and set higher up the
steep hillside is the late nineteenth century bay-windowed Frobisher Terrace. The
growth and evolution of residential Falmouth is displayed on these slopes with simple
early nineteenth century flat frontages giving way to more three-dimensional later
nineteenth century terraces of "belvederes". These differences reflect the changing
attitudes of society and the wish for a greater visual involvement with the surrounding
landscape. The relationship of all these terraces to the waterfront are key elements of the
character and setting of the Conservation Area

5.1.6

In front of Dunstanville (or Greenbank) Terrace, is the Greenbank itself, a low cliff-like
bank that forms a natural green band, together with Greenbank Gardens, in front of the
historic buildings. Projecting forward in front are the historic quays of the Royal
Cornwall Yacht Club and Greenbank Quay (see figures 27, 45 and 66).

5.1.7

Looking at Falmouth from Flushing and Trefusis Point there are a number of key
elements that make up its general character. The centre of Falmouth (see figures 28, 29
and 42) is seen as a crowded waterfront backed up by horizontal terraces stepping up the
hill. The visual base is formed by the historic seventeenth century quay walls,
immediately behind which are Falmouth's older stone, brick and slate-hung buildings

with their characteristic undulating stepped roof lines bristling with chimneys. Behind
this is a band of what visually appears to be a generally wooded or green area (not at
present within the Conservation Area) and above is a more regular and tonally lighter
composition created by the residential nineteenth century stuccoed terraces built parallel
to the contours. The irregularity of the older waterfront area, plus the seventeenth
century parish church, provides an interesting contrast with the planned ranks of terraces
higher up, the whole surmounted by the Observatory Tower (see figures 7 and 28). On
the narrow neck of the peninsula are the attractive planned terraces of Bar Road, and
beyond there is evidence of the seafront, particularly with the very prominent and
impressive Falmouth Hotel (see figure 21) (grade II).
5.1.8

The effect of the tiered backdrop along the considerable length of Falmouth, with
planned terraces alternating with garden space, and hard outlines softened by mature
trees, is to offer the slopes of the town as a kind of grandstand with the best seats
embellished with design qualities that emphasise their status and from which promise
the best view of the performance. The stage is the harbour and the show takes place both
by day and by night, and the backdrop is real. The public stands are the green open
spaces, vital for both amenity and balance (see figures 28-31, 47 and 50).

5.1.9

The generally rural appearance of the Pendennis Peninsula itself is greatly enhanced by
Pendennis Castle and its associated buildings. However, on a slightly negative note,
some rather indifferent light-coloured housing on the town side slope of the peninsula is
more prominent in this position than one would wish, and the leisure centre of "Ships
and Castles", though recessive in tone because of the extensive use of special glazing, is
unfortunately a visual distraction from the otherwise high quality and unspoiled
appearance of the peninsula beyond.

5.1.10

From the various vantage points along the central waterfront the views out of Falmouth
are of the highest order with always an opportunity to survey some of the wonderful
coastal landscape, either up the river or across to the Roseland, its far headland
punctuated by the St Anthony Light(house). The closer proximity of the Docks (see
figures 32, 33 and 35) screens some of this view but it is also a visual treat in itself, not
necessarily beautiful but always interesting and stimulating.

5.1.11

From the Roseland, Falmouth's scale is disguised by the prominence of the beautiful
Pendennis Headland, and the centre of the town is also partly screened by the Docks.
This particular view emphasises the importance of the Pendennis Headland as a key
element in the setting of the Conservation Area.

5.1.12

The Pendennis Headland itself affords marvellous views of Falmouth, clearly di~playing
how it is bounded on its two longest sides by water (see figures 4 and 24), the sea on the
left and the estuary on the right. These historic and natural boundaries are a very
important aspect of the overall character of the town. Also, from this view, its generally
steep, and considerably wooded, topography allows its historic planning and growth to

be displayed to advantage. Key buildings and terraces that represent important elements
of the character of Falmouth can be seen and enjoyed from Pendennis. Particularly
visible is the Falmouth Hotel (see figure 21) on the left, Grovehill House (see figure 6)
in the centre (later development in its former outer grounds very screened by
vegetation), plus Florence Place (see figures 6 and 14) and the Observatory (see figures
6 and 28) (all listed grade II) behind. Grove Place (see figure 34) (grade II) and the
parish church (grade 11*) are prominent on the right, and behind them and to the far
right the Greenbank Conservation Area displays its fine townside terraces in steep
perspective. On the extreme right Greenbank Quay (see figure 45) (grade II) forms a
very attractive visual barrier to the Penryn River beyond. Views from Pendennis are
very revealing when assessing the character of Falmouth
5.1.13

From elevated vantage points within the Woodlane Conservation Area there are
breathtaking panoramic views of the spectacular setting of Falmouth, across to Flushing
and Trefusis Point, to the Roseland, looking down on the fortified hill of the Pendennis
Peninsula and looking south-west towards the Helford Estuary and towards the neck of
the Lizard. It is from here that the significance of the sixteenth century coastal defences
of the twin castles of St Mawes and Pendennis can be fully appreciated.

5.1.14

From the sea, and from the estuary, it is possible to understand the strategic importance
of Falmouth, also its visual relationship with its surroundings, its modest impression of
scale, its generally beautiful appearance and its virtual lack of negative points.

As designated pre-1999, the Conservation Area can be easily subdivided into 3 general
categories of clearly definable individual character:

The historic harbour, quay walls and maritime atmosphere, including Grove Place and
sixteenth century Arwenack House (see figure 1), stretching along in front of the
shopping streets and beyond to the residential area of Greenbank.

The linear area of the High Street, Market Strand, Market Street, Church Street and
Arwenack Street (see figures 46,54,55,59
and 62), a very long enclosed narrow
corridor that forms the core of early Falmouth development, containing buildings dating
from the seventeenth century, but predominantly from the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries.
The Moor area as the largest central open space, bounded by civic and, what are now,
predominantly commercial buildings.

Mainly stuccoed, early and mid nineteenth century terraces, most built on sloping land
parallel to the contours and stepped up from the core of the town like the pleasure
decks of an ocean liner.

5.3.1

The historic quays of Falmouth provide an unrivalled platform for watching the
maritime activity of the port, or from which to take part. Froin Town Quay or the Prince
of Wales Pier it is possible to go on a cruise up the River Fal, or to join a fishing trip.
The interesting old boats providing these services are an important part of the character
of Falmouth. From Greenbank Gardens and Winchester Gardens in front of
Dunstanville Terrace there is a panoramic view across the Penryn river to historic
Flushing and Trefusis Point. From Greenbank Quay there are views up the river towards
Penryn. The seventeenth century quays themselves and the buildings to which they
relate are part of the story of the early rapid growth of Falmouth, an interlinked blend of
merchants houses and commercial premises, all historically dependant upon their
strategic location for survival and all now offering this special evolved character to
present-day Falmouth and its visitors.

5.3.2

From Bar Pool to Custom House Quay there are no historic quay walls visible
because the foreshore has been infilled and built forward (much of this in the 1920s and
30s when the Docks were being enlarged and the excavated material reused as infill
material) obliterating and extending beyond the seventeenth century tide millpool walls
(see also paragraph 3.4). Water used to reach almost to the forecourts of Grove Place
and Bank Place. Much of the infilled area is used for parking cars, but the seaward
section is earmarked for the FIMI (Falmouth International Maritime Initiative)
development.

5.3.3

Except for the loss of the tide-mill buildings themselves (the last one closed 1862, and
remained until about 1900) the principal historic buildings survive, including Arwenack
(grade 11*) (now Arwenack House and Arwenack Manor, see figure 1), The Killigrew
Monument (grade II), Nos. 1-7 Grove Place (see figure 34) (grade II), Nos. 1-3 Bank
Place (grade 11*) (formerly a barracks) and No 4 (Bank House) Bank Place (grade II).
To the east, beyond the Conservation Area there is the large late twentieth century
residential "luxury" development of Port Pendennis, north and east of which is the
Docks complex incorporating the "Old Grain Store" (grade II) warehouse. Within the
Conservation Area in front of Bank Place is a large retail store (Trago Mills), mostly
late twentieth century, and contrived to give a warehouse "feel", but incorporating an
inter-war building of some interest at the town end.
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5.3.4

The character of this part of the Conservation Area depends heavily on the historic
buildings themselves, that are some of the most historic and important in the town.
Arwenack House (see figure 1) is the oldest building in Falmouth and retains some
important historic features including, set back, the former Great Hall wall (now just a
screen wall) with its large mullioned windows and terminal stair turrets; also, at the
front an oriel window, and, set back at the right, a round turret. The Killigrew
Monument (see also paragraph 3.5) may be on its third site but it has lost none of its
impact when seen close to the other historic buildings. It is a steep pyramid, built of
granite ashlar. The seven-house terrace of Grove Place (see figure 34) is one of the best
terraces of stuccoed town houses in the county, and one of the most prominent of the
Falmouth terraces, a town notable for its inventive use of stucco and its fine planned
terraces. The houses are three storeys over basements with moulded parapets and distyle
porches accessed by stepped bridges set back from deep forecourt gardens. Stucco detail
includes mid-floor strings, quoin strips and hooded architrave's framing original sash
windows. As well as being a high quality group when seen close-up this terrace enjoys a
commanding position looking across to the Carrick Roads and forms one of the most
powerful architectural statements when seen from across the water or from Pendennis
(though this relationship is likely to be compromised by the proposed development
across the road in front!). Nos. 1-3 Bank Place have a pedimented symmetrical Palladian
"palace" front of fine red brick (considered a high quality material in the eighteenth
century in Cornwall, a county where stone is the abundant building material). The
houses are set back from the road behind deep forecourts, and originally must have
commanded magnificent coastal views, but these are now to a great extent blocked by
the Trago Mills store on the waterfront side of the road. Between these two powerful
architectural entities is the once very important eighteenth century Bank House (grade
II), modified in the nineteenth century after a serious fire in 1868 (Gilson) , and savaged
on the ground floor in more recent times.

5.3.5

The character here also depends on its relationship with the water and particularly on the
atmosphere of the working Docks and other maritime activities. The Docks have two
nearby old grey-painted steel cranes that (with the more distant ones) punctuate the
skyline, like the picture on the front of an old box of Meccano. These skeletal structures
have a character of their own that helps to present Falmouth as a working port. At night,
the Docks take on a different character, with strong reflections in the water emanating
from the shapes lit by working lights.

5.3.6

This area also benefits from the views across to the Roseland and up the estuary towards
Truro, the sort of view usually only accessible from a boat or ship. "From the very heart
of Falmouth one can see fields of pasture, com and cattle" (Dunstan). This gives the
impression that Falmouth is in a completely rural coastal setting, providing a very strong
sense of space and with constantly changing light.

5.3.7

Viewed from the water, the historic buildings of Grove Place and Bank Place take centre
stage, but behind is the neck of the Pendennis headland and this includes some fine
prominent buildings and groups of buildings, most notably the Falmouth Hotel (see
figure 21) (grade II), at present beyond the present Conservation Area. This area viewed
from the town end has the Pendennis Headland itself as a spectacular backdrop,
including a large scheduled site and the historic Pendennis Castle (grade I, see figure 2).
Looking from Grove Place, past Bank Place, towards the town, is the beginning of the

very long and winding historic shopping street of Falmouth, starting with Arwenack
Street.

5.3.8

The waterfront from Custom House Quay to the Church Street Car Park is
arguably the most important length of harbour and quay walls in Cornwall. The
characteristic vertically-set killas rubble construction, said to be a structural technique
brought over by Dutch engineers in the seventeenth century, is exemplified here
probably better than anywhere else in the county. The harbour construction here
provides a seaward projection of the town, with very important historic buildings
standing just behind historic quay walls. The plan of the harbour is interesting in itself,
with the Custom House Quay (see figure 49) forming an L-shape plan and North Quay
with a hammer-head end (see figure 37), the two overlapping in such a way as to enable
sheltered access to the otherwise completely enclosed harbour. At low tide it can be seen
that the walls against the town side are built on bedrock, the whole construction
probably the result of a cut-and-fill quarrying operation to the original foreshore, funded
by Peter (later Sir Peter) Killigrew in about 1670 and one of the innovations that enabled
Falmouth to prosper for the next three centuries. King Charles Quay extends towards the
north-west, built in front of the remainder of Arwenack Street. This group of quays is
often collectively known as "Town Quay", a name suggesting the importance of the
relationship of the town with the waterfront at this part of the town. The granite steps
that lead down from the quays to allow embarkation are an important part of the visual
interest of the quays themselves, as well as providing a very useful facility, are as
essential now for the use of predominantly ferries and pleasure craft as they were when
used only by working boats. The enclosed area of water provided by the plan form of
the quays is the only such space in Falmouth, enabling this beautiful part of Falmouth to
have a focal point, and, together with the boats that it contains, to be reflected in it.

5.3.9

A recent loss of interest on North Quay (see figures 36 and 37) was brought about by the
demolition of North Quay House, a building that had complemented many old pictures
of this part of Falmouth. The building punctuated the end of the quay in a similar way to
that provided by the shelter at the end of Custom house Quay (see figure 37). It must be
hoped that the new Harbour Master's Office soon to replace it will provide an equally
harmonious relationship at this very important and strategic site.

5.3.10

Historic buildings relating to the harbour include, the King's Pipe (grade II), the rear of
the Custom House (grade 11*),the rear of the Harbour Master's Office (grade II) and the
rear of the Quayside Inn (grade II). Overlooking the gap beside the Custom House is the
very fine and historically important brick-fronted No 48 Arwenack Street (grade 11*),
built for George Croker Fox circa 1770s, the first member of the distinguished and
successful Quaker family to settle in Falmouth. The single-storey stone-walled and
scantle-slate roofed building that is now the Working Boats Office (grade II) was for
many years used as a studio by the notable local artist, Henry Scott Tuke (Gilson, page
107). The interesting and varied buildings of Lower Quay Hill (or "Quay Street") (see
figure 38) that step down towards North Quay (see figures 36 and 37), include a number
of picturesque listed buildings. One that is not listed but visually very important is the
jettied former Seamen's Bethel of 1893, now called Tocopilla House (see figure 38)
(named after the new room of 1905, "the Tocopilla Room", donated by the benefactor,
Mr. W. H. Williams). Unfortunately, the "Tocopilla Cottage" part of this block has been
the recent victim of inappropriate window replacement..

5.3.11

The opportunity that these quays present to the visitor and resident alike to enjoy the
views of the surroundings, including Trefusis Point, the Roseland, the Docks and

Pendennis Headland, plus the views of Falmouth's own waterfront and its activities, is
unrivalled.

5.3.12

The buildings at this part of the town present rear elevations that are of similar interest
and importance as the elevations that front onto the town, a situation that changes for
much of the remainder of the waterfront where the town appears to turn its back onto the
water. This visually exciting part of the Conservation Area arguably contains a greater
concentration of historic character that any other similarly-sized part of the town. This is
partly because it contains much of the essence that is the individual character of
Falmouth. These qualities include the working character of the waterfront combined
with the survival of historic buildings of real quality and interest, plus the particular
character of this part of Falmouth with varied roof levels, varied use of local materials
and historic detail, and a real link between the enclosed narrow shopping street and the
open views from the waterfront.

5.3.13

The buildings of Arwenack Street (originally predominantly merchants' housing, but
most now fitted with shops) backing onto King Charles Quay demonstrate the
relationship of rear elevations with the quayside very well. Fortunately, these rear
elevations, both individually and collectively, have a character of their own that
contributes to the overall interest of the town and gives the waterfront its own particular
flavour. Here, it is possible to see the varied roofscape of the street, the interesting
grouping and spacing of the chimney stacks and the varied use of building materials
including stucco, rubble, brick, and slate hanging on studwork. This particular stretch
has long rear garden plots, many of them accommodating warehouses (some of which
were formerly used for coal storage) that stand right next to, or over, the quay walls. The
warehouses are generally built of stone but there is also some weather boarding on
studwork. Some of these are at right angles to the waterfront, but a good example of one
that is parallel to, and built over, the waterfront, and still retaining its old scantle slate
roof, is the Bosun's Locker.

5.3.14

Right of the Bosun's locker is one of the most interesting of Falmouth's "opes"
(alleyways) known as Upton's Slip (named after a certain Captain Upton). This is a
particularly narrow ope that runs down steeply from a fan-lit doorway in Church Street.
The character and interest of the rear of the buildings (mostly listed grade II) along this
stretch of the waterfront is particularly high, with hipped and gabled roofs, a wealth of
old slatehanging and many original sash windows (see figure 41). Above the rear of the
ope is a rare late eighteenth century three-light bowed casement window. Behind the
Bosun's Locker are eighteenth century cottages known as Upton's Cottages (grade II).

5.3.15

Church Street (Gasworks) Car Park runs from Upton's Slip to Fish Strand Quay.
This forms another major projection from the original foreshore. This was infilled to
create a large site for the town gasworks, that had existed since 1819 and its buildings
weren't demolished until the mid 1960s (Gilson, page 111). The present granite ashlar
walls fronting the car park are the result of extension to the area, but adjoining to the
right is Fish Strand Quay, one of the oldest quays in Falmouth, the seaward end
extended in 1871. This was the site of the landing of Lieutenant Lapenotiaire R. N. with
news of the success of the Battle of Trafalgar, and Nelson's death.

5.3.16

The "Gasworks Quay" is the longest stretch of Falmouth waterfront where the
seventeenth century walls of the original town are hidden from view, the later walls
having minor visual quality in comparison. So, it is to the buildings themselves, set well
back at the rear of the quay, that one must look to for examples of Falmouth's more

historic character. Fortunately, this is a particularly good length of rear elevations, made
more interesting by some very picturesque rear wings (see figure 40) with slatehanging,
brick and rubble providing a rich and varied palette of colour and texture. Of particular
interest are the rear elevations of Nos 51-55 (grade II and grade 11*) and the narrow and
relatively low No 59 (see figure 39) (grade II) that has a small rear courtyard and some
horizontal-sliding sash windows. The rear of this building is a reminder of the changes
of scale that have taken place during time and it seems especially exquisite in this
context with its later, and taller, neighbours. It is fortunate that all these buildings can be
admired from both close-to as well as more distantly from across the water.
5.3.17

Because of the depth of the quay, it is the best place along the waterfront to observe
such a stretch of Falmouth's historic character, and also one of the best places from
which to enjoy the sights and sounds of the waterfront activities and the views across the
water. Pedestrian access to the quay is either from the narrow Upton's Slip, or by
sharing the entrance for motor vehicles through a carriage ope, or by sharing the vehicle
exit of Fish Strand Hill. It is a great pity that the original part of historic interest can
only be seen from one side, the other side buried under carriageway! It is also a pity that
the domination of this area during busy periods by the motor car detracts from the sense
of open space and opportunity.

5.3.18

From Fish Strand Quay to Prince of Wales Pier (see figure 94) is another stretch of
the seventeenth century quay (or sea) walls with their characteristic vertically-set
masonry. A warehouse building (cover photograph) about midway along here, built at
right angles to the quay, is one of the most picturesque of Falmouth's waterfront
buildings, standing right over the quay wall and harmonising with it perfectly. There is
another attractive warehouse wing a little way from this but generally the rear elevations
of this stretch of water frontage provide a lower level of older character and interest than
elsewhere, no doubt partly because of the re-development of Market Street on this side
following the Market Street fire of 1870, but also due to some modemisation since then
to this most commercial stretch of the town centre. However, when viewed from the
distance the generally dark colour of the brick and stone elevations present this section
of the waterfront as dark and blending, the buildings with larger general massing than in
some other parts of the waterfront but still offering a variety of scale and interest (see
cover picture and figure 42).

5.3.19

The Prince of Wales (see figure 94) Pier provides a dramatic change of direction for
the waterfront, projecting at right angles to the older quay walls and extending deep into
the estuary. It is constructed of vertically-set rubble at its seventeenth century neck, then
granite ashlar for its 1873 and 1905 extensions, and terminates with a skeletal reinforced
concrete construction of 1951. The open construction of the seaward end and the busy
movement of its vintage passenger craft give the pier a considerable seaside holiday
atmosphere. The multi-coloured kiosks at its landward end do much to reinforce this
effect, as does sharing a bench with a band of hopeful gulls! Also, it is the only place
that allows a wide link with the town centre, from the pier looking in to the varied two
and three-storey eighteenth and early nineteenth century buildings of inner Market
Strand (see figure 62) and from the town centre looking out at the estuary and across to
the other side. Views up and down from the outer end of the pier give an unrivalled
opportunity to enjoy the general character of the waterfront plus the promise of trips to
destinations up the River Fal, with access to the boats down magnificent flights of stone

steps. The Prince of Wales Pier is one of the best places in Falmouth for soaking up the
maritime atmosphere of sounds, smells and colour. The throbbing diesel engines of the
"steamers", the sound of flapping canvas, the shrieks of seagulls and the laughter of
naturally uninhibited children (or inspired adults returning from a river party). It can be
a sun-trap at the landward end and a howling gale at the seaward end, such is the
localised effect of either shelter and enclosure at the one extreme, or open exposure to
the bracing salt air at the other. Railings offer security tempered with awareness of the
height of the pier above the water, with the clear water on a still day shows its own
alarming depth. This is perhaps the one place in Falmouth that best displays the function
of the town in all its variety and diversity, as both a working place and as a holiday
resort, the dress of the people ranging from over-dressed office workers, clutching some
baker's goodies for a lunch in the fresh air, to exhibitionist sun-worshippers cooling
down with Cornish ice cream.
5.3.20

The old quay walls partly enclosing a small harbour beside Prince of Wales Pier are all
that remain of the former Smithick Harbour, Smithick being the settlement that grew
to become present-day Falmouth. The stone steps in the angle with Mulberry Quay are
one of the strong character elements that suggest a working waterfront.

5.3.21

Adjoining the small harbour is the similarly historic Mulberry Quay, the seventeenth
quay walls themselves with considerable character and interest but the late twentieth
century development above and within, on the site of the former Mulberry Square (now
called Mulberry Court), failing to excite or inspire but being of a scale and general
appearance that allows it to fit in reasonably well. There are, however, some old
converted warehouses here that do much to redress the balance, plus the attractive, but
rather hidden, nineteenth century Seaview Cottages. Mulberry Square (first shown on a
1691 map) was the site of Falmouth's first custom house, built through the efforts of Sir
Peter Killigrew in 1650 (removed 1785).

5.3.22

Mulberry Quay and on to include the Packet Quays (named after the ships of the
former Packet Service) (see figure 30) and finally Admirals Quay (formerly called
Laundry Quay) is a very indented and historic length of waterfront with its seventeenth
century quay walls (see figure 43) providing the foundations for both historic
warehouses and some high quality and imaginative late twentieth century residential
development. Much of the new development reflects the character of the historic
waterfront buildings and is even roofed in scantle slate This length of waterfront has the
picturesque rear elevations of the historic sloping High Street as their backdrop,
providing a varied roofline and with a variety of building materials and historic detail.

5.3.23

There are a number of opes that give access from the High Street to the foreshore
(including Jackett Steps, Tregonning's Yard, Mulberry Passage and Free Steps Ope) but
most are now only access to private properties or residential developments. The most
interesting of these opes is Barracks Ope, between Nos. 50 and 51 (Ludgate House), a
steep flight of steps that gives access to both Jane's Court and the Packet Quays proper,
one of the buildings forming the latter development being the reconstruction of an
eighteenth century warehouse. Less successful is the way that the development that links
Packets Quays to the High Street as seen from the road approaching Falmouth towards
the High Street. This development steps up the steep slope displaying little interest on its
way only to make a rather controversial statement where it bridges across the entrance

to the High Street itself, the bridge link building surmounted by a poorly detailed
embattled parapet that presumably is supposed to make some visual reference to
Pendennis Castle (or perhaps Penwerris Church).
5.3.24

Between the Packet Quays and Admiral's Quay is a rare unaltered slipway built of
cobbles and having timber runners for sliding the keels of boats over.

5.3.25

Admiral's Quay itself is in appearance arguably the most modem of the waterfront
developments, being to a great extent glass for its rounded seaward end. However, it is
an exciting design that punctuates a very important angle where the historic quay walls
end and Greenbank begins. It is a pity that so much of the upper part of the quay walls
has so obviously been rebuilt to support the structure.

5.3.26

Greenbank itself provides a valuable stretch of green vegetation. Part of its length is
however the stone masonry of two pairs of rare barrel-vaulted cellars of unknown
function (see figure 44). This structure is not listed (and possibly unable to be listed
until a precise original function can be identified). There is a similar structure at the
foreshore end of No. 17 Arwenack Street. In front of this is a proper sandy beach,
unfortunately not a public place.

5.3.27

The next Quay is the historic quay on which the Royal Cornwall Yacht Club (see
figures 13 and 27) building stands. The building itself is a fine Regency period former
house with its back facing the water. This is a stone-built structure with good slate roofs.
It is in an unrivalled position as a clubhouse both locally and (in the opinion of a certain
recent Royal visitor) also nationally.

5.3.28

Right (north-west) of the Yacht Club is Greenbank Gardens, a useful public amenity
space and a good vantage point for activity on the river. The planting here is minimalist
but perhaps this is appropriate, the principal function of this open space is to be "open"
as a viewing platform for observing the water and the activities that take place on it.

5.3.29

The next feature of real quality on the waterfront is the seventeenth or eighteenth
century promontory quay called Greenbank Quay (see figure 45) (grade II), a beautiful
and unaltered quay that provides a visual statement announcing a change in the direction
of the river and a change of backdrop from fine terraced housing on the left to the
elegant detached villas (or pairs of villas) of Stratton Terrace to the right.

5.3.30

At the neck of the quay is the historic Greenbank Hotel (see figure 45) (formerly
Selly's Hotel), an eighteenth century and later building on the reputed site of
Pennycomequick (Pen y Cwym Gwic, meaning Headland in the Valley of the Creek).
Much of Kenneth Grahame's famous book "Wind in the Willows" was written at the
Greenbank Hotel.

5.3.31

Right of the Quay and the Greenbank Hotel the waterfront in front of Stratton Terrace
continues as a stone sea wall giving way to a steep vegetation covered bank.

5.4.1

The town centre really comprises Falmouth's very long shopping street (see figures 46,
54,55, 59 and 62), from the High Street to Bank Place, plus the arm that is linked by
Killigrew Street and Webber Street to the Moor.

5.4.2

Falmouth is a place full of surprises and contrasts, from the intimate enclosed nature of
its main shopping street to its narrow alleys and breathtaking spaces beyond. In fact it is
actually possible to visit the main shopping street of the town without realising its
relationship with its historic waterfront. Equally it is possible to come ashore from a
boat and be unaware of the range and interest of its predominantly linear shopping
centre. It is certainly difficult, even for regular visitors to the town, to appreciate the
diversity of buildings and spaces of the residential areas within and beyond the present
Conservation Area unless they probe these opes linking the town centre to the rewarding
higher ground beyond.

5.4.3

Once within the main Conservation Area, and being willing to explore, the exciting
bustle within its narrow shopping streets can easily be relieved by exploring the
alleyways and narrow streets leading off such as Hull's Lane, Swanpool Street, Quay
Hill, Somercourt, Well Lane (see figure 47), Fish Strand Hill (see figures 48 and 58),
Fountain Ope, Bell's Court (see figure 9), Smithick Hill and Jacob's Ladder to more
tranquil open spaces such as Lawn Steps (see figure 50) and the Old Cemetery land,
then on to the polite architecture of its residential areas. On the waterfront side there are
opportunities to leave the main street at Prince of Wales Pier (grade II), Fish Strand
Quay (grade II), the Old Gasworks ope, Upton's Slip, Quay Street (see figure 36) and
Custom House Quay (see figure 49) (grade II*), possibly to take a ferry, or to watch the
action at Falmouth Docks from Grove Place (see figure 35). These alleys and opes,
some secret, some obvious, offer intimate glimpses or sudden and dramatic transition
between the canyon-like shopping street to tantalising vistas or open seascape beyond.

They also provide a challenge in character from the bustle of the central street to a more
intimate, quieter atmosphere.
5.4.4

The principal characteristic of the shopping street is its sheer length. It is also very
narrow, and flanked by predominantly three-storey buildings, giving a strong feeling of
enclosure. Within this long street are significant changes of general character that have a
lot to do with the age and style of the buildings and their relationship with the street.
The disastrous fires of 1862 and 1870 (see also paragraph 3.6) that affected the High
Street and Market Street respectively brought about a more planned kind of
development to one side of each of these streets in the late nineteenth century, plus some
of the quirky variations in street width as a result of some widening that accompanied
this redevelopment.

5.4.5

The character of the main street may be generally an effect of enclosure but this is
varied by exciting opportunities to get glimpses or gain access to the water through
alleys, narrow streets, or by the wide access to Prince of Wales Pier projecting from the
waterfront. These provide valuable links to the historic waterfront off the main street
that.enhance its pedestrian character. This character is reinforced and strongly varied
also by the valued opportunities offered by alleys and narrow streets on the other side of
the street. These give access to residential areas or to green amenity spaces like "Lawn
Steps" (see figure 50) accessed through Well Lane (see figure 47), or the Old Cemetery
land above the Church. These routes are essential pedestrian links for residents but also
provide a considerable amenity for visitors who can if they wish emerge out of the
enclosed street to rise quickly to a higher level and the open vantage points that are then

available to enjoy and appreciate the wonderful and spectacular setting of the town and
again the change from the bustle of the centre to a sense of tranquillity provided by the
open spaces and residential character.
5.4.6

The general character of the street is also in the quality and detail of its buildings. To
fully enjoy these it is sometimes necessary to look up, above a plain, or even ugly,
modem shop front. Fortunately, there are also many old and interesting shop fronts,
including some rare examples from the early nineteenth century with small panes or
with bowed fronts. A good example of this is Nos. 54 and 55 Church Street (see figure
51), one that has been carefully restored to retain its essential character. There are also
many good later nineteenth century shop fronts. Many of these old shop fronts have
their signage where it should be, as good painted lettering on the shop fascia enhancing
the design of the shop front itself and announcing a promise of quality to the customer.
Unfortunately, there are also some with planted-on signage boards disrupting the design
of not just the shop front itself but of the whole building, and with an adverse effect on
the neighbouring properties and also to the integrity and harmony of the street. Looking
along the street emphasises the great variety of frontages, with roofs at different levels,
plus the articulation provided by some buildings being recessed whilst others project.
The architectural detail on offer ranges from a rich variety of sash window designs to
moulded or incised stucco and terracotta extravagance. There is both classical simplicity
and Baroque splendour (see figure 52), the whole linked by a vernacular theme of local
materials and design. Typical classical architectural detail includes columns, pilasters,
quoin strips, moulded hoods, moulded architraves, string courses, rustication and
key blocks. Vernacular interest is provided by late nineteenth century shopfronts inserted
to earlier buildings, and to the juxtaposition of slatehanging and stone rubble with the
smoother stucco and ashlar. There are some roofs hidden by moulded parapets, others
with their eaves expressed by modillions or some other classical architectural device,
many benefiting from the survival of cast-iron ogee-section gutters, providing the
impression of a simple cornice. Where some roofs are hidden from street level, they are
usually very visible and important from the waterfront or from the rising land on the
landward side. Chimneys and old clay chimney pots survive in profusion, punctuating
the roofscapes and providing tremendous visual variety (see figure 54). Whilst the
beautiful old grouted scantle slate roofs are now fewer in number, the fast colonisation
by lichen growth in the clean sea air of Falmouth has helped the intruding substitute
materials to at least blend better than one might have feared. A worrying trend is the
increasing number of rooflights disrupting the visual harmony of the general roofscape,
both with their crude appearance and their unfortunate tendency to reflect strong
lighting.

5.4.7

The physical character of the centre of Falmouth is complemented by its functional
character, the uses of the buildings being generally appropriate to their location and to
the overall function of Falmouth as a port and seaside resort. The function of these
various places provides part of the town's atmosphere and interest. Commercial
diversity and character is also provided by the architects practices, solicitors and other
service businesses dotted around the town. Some essential cultural and educational
requirements are also catered for at some of the best locations in town including the
Passmore Edwards Free Library and Art Gallery (grade II) on the Moor, the Art Centre
at the Polytechnic (see figure 53) (grade 11*)in Church Street and the Maritime Museum
in one of the seventeenth century buildings (grade II) in Bell's Court (see figure 9), the
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facilities providing both a useful service in themselves and giving valuable public access
to the buildings.
5.4.8

Side streets and alleys provide more opportunities, particularly for the specialist shopper
as at Bosun's Locker down Upton's Slip, appropriately a ships chandlers, and the
imaginatively named "Dig and Delve" in Swanpool Street.

5.4.9

All the streets in this character area have a strong pedestrian presence. However, for the
whole of the long shopping street and into the Moor, the continued penetration of an
unnecessary volume of vehicular traffic conflicts with the pedestrian vitality and
opportunity adding an incongruous note.

5.4.10

The high quality of the buildings and the distinctive spaces they frame, or relate to, give
Falmouth a very individual character, but this is displayed differently from named street
to named street within the central Conservation Area:

5.4.11

Arwenack Street (see figure 55) is particularly narrow, with narrow pavements, and has
had little redevelopment since the late eighteenth century and early nineteenth century.
Some idea of the considerable architectural quality of the street is given by the high
number of listed items, twenty-three in all. The best group of buildings is at the far end
of the street, including the fine 1814 stuccoed neo-classical Custom House (grade 11*)
(see figure 55) with its hexastyle Doric portico, the early nineteenth century stone rubble
and dressed granite Harbour Master's Office (grade II), with granite pavement in front,
and the Quayside Inn (grade II), on the seaward side. Opposite is the tall (three storeys
plus attic over basement) brick-fronted paired Fox building (grade 11*) with its fine
doorways approached by flights of granite steps with the basement also of dressed
granite.

5.4.12

At the town end Arwenack Street is linked to Church Street by a double bend. A
distinctive 1925 design, incorporating a curved stuccoed front (slatehanging to the rear)
on the seaward side combined with the even more architecturally distinguished curved
stone front of the 1925 Church Institute (see figure 56) (grade 11*with the Church) by
C. Russell Corfield on the landward side allows the streets to flow into one another
providing a strongly expressed flowing architectural spatial effect. Also on the bend is
an early to mid nineteenth century terrace of three (Nos. 3-6, grade II) stuccoed (with
quoin strips) shop premises, the wider one on the right with two shop fronts. As with
most shop premises in old towns the buildings probably started life as town houses, or
merchants houses, the shop fronts being added later, these being good examples of the
late nineteenth century, except the one on the far right which is early twentieth century.
A similar, but architecturally stronger theme, is expressed with the group of three that
start the straight section of the street. These have a facade that is articulated by pilasters
framing recessed arches, all under deep eaves on paired brackets. The Chinoiserie
design of some of the sash windows is a particularly distinctive feature. The next one
(No. 11, grade II) is eighteenth century, stuccoed with channelled rustication
(contrasting with the slatehanging of its rear elevation). Next to this is a good late
nineteenth century example in granite ashlar (the British Legion, grade II) (its
appearance at the time of writing let down by its UPVC fenestration and door). Other
stone buildings in an otherwise stuccoed street are: the eighteenth century Pipe
restaurant; the eighteenth century group that includes the Arwenack Hotel, its
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appearance embellished by later accretions including some bay windows and large slatehung roof dormers; also a mid nineteenth century shop premises (now two shops, a
confectioners and barbers); and most memorable (at the time of writing) because of its
extremely neglected condition is Nos. 35-37 (grade II). This building is likely to be
renovated very soon and this will re-emphasise the strong corner statement it makes at
the bottom of Quay Hill, adjoining other listed buildings. Some other corner buildings in
Arwenack Street also make strong architectural statements including the two with corner
shops and good survival of sash windows at the bottom of Swanpool Street, also the
corner shop with a splayed corner at the town side at the top of Quay Street with
moulded hoods, moulded string cornice and a moulded parapet. Making good corners is
something the Victorians in particular were very good at. A former house with a fine
stucco frontage to its upper floors is No. 25 (grade II) with carved pediments over the
first-floor windows. An early nineteenth century example later fitted with a very large
shop front is No. 19, the shop interior fitted with a fine gallery. There is one vacant
(former building) site that is now used as a sitting out area for the adjoining cafe.
Commercial activity within the street include a variety of licensed restaurants, cafes and
some takeaway food premises. There are also many gift shops, some interesting
specialist shops, estate agents and a charity shop.
5.4.13

Church Street (see figures 46 and 54), like Arwenack Street, has a strong sense of
enclosure, partly because it retains much of its earlier historic character and street width
and also because there are very few obvious opportunities to gain access to the water. At
night the sense of enclosure along this street is intensified, almost giving the impression
that the street has a roof and that one is experiencing a long shopping arcade with
diverse window shopping opportunities on either side plus access to the exciting bars
and restaurants that ply their trade between. The promise of space for pedestrians is
reinforced by the design of the resurfacing (see figure 51) that took place a few years
ago (similarly in Market Street) with wide pavement margins laid with concrete setts to
a narrow cambered carriageway laid with roughly dressed granite setts, the different
surfaces divided by what appear to be the original granite kerbs buried so that only their
top surfaces show. The intention was honourable but the end result falls some way short
of being either traditional or properly functional and has met with a very mixed
reception from the general public.

5.4.14

The overall quality of architecture in Church Street is extremely high resulting in 26
listed items, with a remarkable continuous series of fifteen individual listed buildings
stretching from the Church to Well Lane (see figures 53, 57 and 58). Individual
buildings of particular note include the seventeenth century Church of King Charles the
Martyr (grade II*) a fine example of Cornish Perpendicular on the outside and Classical
detail on the inside. The tetra-style Doric frontage (built to a design by the notable
Plymouth-based architect George Wightwick) (pronounced wittick) of the 1833 Royal
Cornwall Polytechnic (see also paragraph 3.6) seems small in comparison with the
adjacent 1867 tall pedimented former Post Office (said to be the largest in England
when first built). Also particularly notable within this group are: the seventeenth century
Kings Head Hotel; the adjoining eighteenth century Nos. 30 and 31 with fine early
nineteenth century small-paned shopfronts; and the 1909 elaborate Baroque style
painted terra-cotta and stuccoed No. 19 (see figure 52), forming a strong corner site
design at the bottom of Well lane. Other buildings in this group deserve individual
mention: No. 20 is a late eighteenth or early nineteenth century brick-fronted building

with original sash windows at the front and original casement windows at the rear. No
21 is probably early nineteenth century and has a stuccoed front with 12-pane sashes
and moulded and enriched eaves and shop cornices. Nos. 22 and 23 is of similar date, is
also. stuccoed and has some original sash windows. Nos 27 and 28 are mid nineteenth
century and have some good stucco detaiL The symmetrical rear elevation of these is
also good with original 12-pane sashes surviving. No. 29 is early nineteenth century
with a painted brick front with most of its original sash windows and with similar
original windows to its attractive rear elevation. Also listed are the steps and railings
next to the Church, the cast-iron lamp standard and the K6 telephone kiosk, all relating
to the important ope between the Church and the King's Head Hotel that leads from
Church Street to New Street. All these buildings can be seen from a variety of
viewpoints as also having attractive rear elevations being part of a continuous group
seen from higher land above.
5.4.15

Between Well Lane and Somercourt are two more listed buildings: the confidently
designed 1885 granite ashlar former Savings Bank and Freemasons' Hall, and No 10, a
mid nineteenth century shop premises with an incised stucco front and sash windows.
Also in this group is a fine late nineteenth century terrace of four shops (see figure 58),
the right-hand shop forming a good comer adjacent to Fish Strand HilL These shops
have pilastered shop fronts, moulded architraves to segmental-arched first-floor
windows, and a bracketed eaves cornice. Two of the shops have what appear to be
original gabled roof dormers, and all have stuccoed stacks with moulded entablature.
The Cork and Bottle Public House has good stucco rustication at the front and presents
an interesting rear elevation with tall brick stacks when seen from the ope that overlooks
it. Nos. 13 and 14 has a wide pilastered double shop front and good stucco architraves
above, the first floor crowned by a turned parapet balustrade pierced by two pedimented
dormers. No 10 has stuccoed quoins and architraves. One of the most memorable
buildings in the whole street is the 1912 Baroque style St George's Arcade, a remarkable
frontage with a pedimented and pilastered central bay framing a tall round-arched coved
and rusticated doorway, the tympanum festooned with garlands.

5.4.16

Opposite Well Lane is a strong, almost continuous, group of listed buildings whose rear
elevations overlook the waterfront. Slightly to the right is No. 46, an obviously early
low two-storey building with a very steep roof but with its frontage rebuilt about 1900
to accommodate a transomed double shop front. Immediately opposite Well Lane is the
important eighteenth century stuccoed Nos. 47 and 48 with modillioned "eaves cornice
and a recently rediscovered fine original ope fanlight to No. 48. Passing down the ope
(Upton's Slip) and looking back reveals one of the most interesting slate-hung rear
elevations in Falmouth (see figure 41). Below this are Captain Upton's Cottages and this
all relates to the waterfront. Next to No. 48, of similar, or slightly later date are Nos. 49
and 50, a pair of former town houses with keyblocks over original 12-pane sashes, and
with fine later shops projecting forward. No. 52 is probably slightly later but also retains
its original sashes, plus an interesting slate-hung wing at the rear (see figure 40). No. 53
has a fine early nineteenth century neo-classical frontage built forward under a shallow
roof from an earlier building. The ground-floor (formerly open) colonnade of four
columns originally had two more, but these were removed to give better access to the infill of shop fronts. Above the moulded entablature there is further good stucco detail
including pilaster quoins, architraves framing original sashes, sill brackets, and a
moulded eaves cornice. Nos. 54 and 55 (see figure 52) (grade 11*)have already been

mentioned for their bowed shop fronts. Nos. 56 and 57 are not listed but have good
stucco detail with quoin strips, moulded strings and moulded parapets. The right-hand
bay of this three-bay terrace spans the carriageway ope that is the entrance to the Church
Street Car Park, an ope that allows important glimpses of the waterfront from the main
street but one where exiting pedestrians must walk against the traffic flow. Left of this
and opposite Somercourt (a narrow ope between Well Lane and Fish Strand Hill) is late
eighteenth century Nos. 58 and 59, smaller in scale than its later neighbours, both with
good nineteenth century shopfronts but the upper floors of No, 58 disfigured by ugly
UPVC windows. No 59 (grade II) has vertically-sliding sash windows to its street front
and has a visually diminutive three-storey rear wing with more vernacular horizontallysliding sashes (see figure 39). Left of this is an attractive terrace of three early twentieth
century shops under a deep stepped eaves cornice. The last building in the street left of
this is the Grapes Inn, a low comer building of seemingly early date, curiously with only
one first-floor window and a splayed comer, designed for horse-drawn vehicles but now
having to accommodate motor vehicles manoeuvring from the steep slope of (Lower)
Fish Strand Hill to turn left into the one-way system, ironically having to drive again
along the part of Church Street that they had already negotiated in order to enter the
Church Street Car Park!
5.4.17

Towards the south end of Church Street on the seaward side is another good group of
buildings, four of which are listed. Nos. 36 and 37 are eighteenth century and have a
fine freestone ashlar front with a heavy moulded parapet cornice. Early nineteenth
century No. 38 has incised stucco with central recessed arched panel, moulded parapet
cornice and original sashes. Nos. 40 and 41 is a fine late nineteenth century freestone
ashlar Italianate style former bank. Nos. 42 and 43 are stuccoed, and with many original
windows, both to the early nineteenth century front range and to the interesting
eighteenth century rear wing accessible down a narrow ope.

5.4.18

Church Street appears now to be entirely commercial property, boasting three public
houses. restaurants (one in a former bank), cafes, an off-licence, an opticians, clothes
shops, sports shops, gift shops and a diversity of specialist shops. St George's Arcade
provides an opportunity for smaller businesses to get started as part of an interesting
group under one roof and the Arts Theatre (in the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic building)
provides for cultural diversity of very creative kind.

5.4.19

The High Street (see figure 59) retains many good examples of early Falmouth on the
seaward side but has a later, more planned, historic character on its landward side. It
also retains a greater mix of housing, or living over the shop than elsewhere. This street
is one of the series of streets that form part of the historic town centre and is one of the
oldest, and probably, at least in part, existed as part of Smithick, the predecessor of
Falmouth. In contrast to the rest of the town centre which is fairly level, the High Street
is sloping with the buildings stepping down the slope flanking a narrow road with
narrow pavements with granite kerbs, part of the pavement also retaining granite
flagstones. A dominant feature of the street now is the 1980s bridge development,
framing the north-western entrance to the street. On either side of the High Street the
land slopes steeply. On the landward side it slopes up towards Harbour Terrace (see
figure 70) and on the other side it slopes down to the waterfront, either to old
warehouses, such as the listed stone and weatherboard warehouse at the rear of No. 42,
or to traditional style redevelopment as at Packet Quays. The rear elevations of the High

Street, particularly those relating to the waterfront, are some of the most interesting in
Falmouth
5.4.20

Within the street are two of the most interesting historic buildings in Falmouth, both
listed grade 11*.The oldest of these is Ludgate House (see figure 60) (see also paragraph
6.2), a late seventeenth century merchant's house with an exceptionally fine interior
with panelled rooms and plaster ceilings. The other building is the Old Town Hall (see
figure 11), originally a Congregational chapel (see also paragraph 4.5), built about 1710
and converted to a town hall in 1715. It is a fine building of its date with round-arched
rusticated window openings and a flat-arched doorway, all in the manner of Gibbs. No.
50, right of Ludgate House is a tall eighteenth century brick-fronted house that bridges
over the most beautiful ope in Falmouth (Barracks Ope) running between it and Ludgate
House, its cobbled and granite paved surfaces and steep flights of steps leading down to
the Packet Quays development on the waterfront. Right of this is another brick-fronted
eighteenth century merchant's house with a later shop front, all these houses with sash
windows in their original openings. Then there is a wide gap vacated by two former
listed buildings of similar date. A new development in traditional style is soon to be
built on this site. Elsewhere in the street most of the houses are stuccoed, many with
sash windows, No. 18 with its first-floor windows within pilastered and hooded
surrounds. There are also many good quality mid and late nineteenth century shop
fronts, the later ones with arched lights. One very unusual building is the dressed granite
and stuccoed frontage of the Old Brewery Yard, formerly the stable yard serving Carne's
Brewery that used to trade on the site of where Tesco now stands between Killigrew
Street and Webber Street. The frontage comprises a wide gateway flanked by tall granite
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gate-piers topped by ball finials and high ramping walls to wings with round-arched
doorways and pairs of round-arched first-floor windows, both wings with moulded
parapets. Another odd-ball building, but with a great deal of presence is the early
twentieth century three-bay stuccoed piano shop with an arched pediment with what
resembles a bite out of the centre.
5.4.21

The High Street has become marginalised as a prime shopping space, and is now a
centre for small shops, induding some good antique shops, charity shops, and a unique
doll museum cum shop. There is also an art gallery open during the season. Further
shopping opportunities exist in the former stable yard of Came' Brewery, with specialist
books. There is also a good public house near its higher end that enjoys magnificent
views across the estuary.

5.4.22

Killigrew Street (see figure 61), or at least its lower end, links the junction of Market
Strand (see figure 62) and Market Street and opens up to the civic space of the Moor at
the other end of this stretch. At the bottom end the spatial transition between the other
streets is accommodated by buildings with rounded comers. The Kimberley Hotel
(grade II) is one of these. It has a good pub front with arched lights and a moulded
entablature, and its original sixteen-pane sash windows to the floors above. Right of this
a fruit and veg. shop has similar sash windows over a good late nineteenth century shop
front. Then there is a building society housed within two frontages on two levels, both
with sash windows. A plain modem frontage with curious oriel windows links this to a
three-storey Victorian shop premises (No.9) with a fine double shop front with arched
lights and pilastered oriel windows to the first floor. On the other side of the road is the

concrete frontage of Tesco, integrating surprisingly well, then there is an early twentieth
century building of dressed granite, with Classical features including a pedimented
doorway in a recessed bay on the right. The rest of the building has four round-arched
windows to the ground floor, a series of seven lights to the first floor and four gabled
dormers to the attic. A little way to the right of this is "The Bank" (grade II) an unusual
stuccoed building with two-storey canted oriels with small-paned sashes to the upper
floors, and a very solid looking 1930s "bank" front on the ground floor.
Market Strand (see figure 62) is a short linking street between the High Street and
Market Street at either end and linked by its landward comers to both Killigrew Street
and Webber Street. It is effectively at the most important intersection of old roads in the
town centre, plus being visually linked to the wide entrance to the Prince of Wales Pier
and some of the best views out of the shopping area.
In layout, in terms of the age of its buildings, it is to some extent the opposite way round
to the High Street, with some later nineteenth century Italianate style buildings on the
seaward side and earlier, predominantly eighteenth or early nineteenth century buildings
on its landward side. An exception to this is the important early nineteenth century
comer shop that relates to Prince of Wales Pier. This has a bead and reel cornice under a
deep eaves soffit and a most interesting elevation that returns towards the Pier,
incorporating a transomed window, some sash windows, both wide and narrow twostorey oriel windows and a very tall round-arched stair window. This elevation makes a
strong frame for the important wide visual link to Prince of Wales Pier and the water. On
the other side of the street is a series of good quality buildings, all listed except for the

rebuilt frontage of the Burger King premises. At the far left is the early nineteenth
century curved stucco front of Hardwick's Bookshop. Next to this are two eighteenth
century former merchants' houses with late nineteenth century stuccoed shop fronts and
a moulded eaves parapet. Right of the Burger King is the Prince of Wales Hotel with
original sash windows and a fine pub front with a moulded entablature. Finally, on the
far right is a stone building with original sash windows and two traditional shop fronts.
5.4.25

Market Street is wider in places due to some widening following the fire of 1870 (see
also paragraph 3.6), and with wider plots, plus a pronounced Italianate character to some
of the individual buildings or terraces of shops. This Italianate character is also obvious
from good vantage points in the residential areas such as from Vernon Place, particularly
at night, or twilight, when the fronts of these buildings are strongly lit and form an
exciting frame to the view of the Carrick Roads beyond.

5.4.26

From within the street, looking back towards Fish Strand Hill (see figures 48, 57 and
63), it is the curved 1920 front and the classical detail of the former Royal Hotel (see
figure 63) (grade II) that make a powerful statement. This is a fine classical style
building, with giant pilasters, Tuscan columns, and channelled rustication. Next to this is
the early nineteenth century stuccoed front of Nos. 27 and 27a. No 26 (33) appears to be
slightly earlier and has recessed round arches enclosing original 12-pane sashes. This
end of the street is important as part of the crossing of the strategic axes of Market Street
to Church Street and Fish Strand Quay to Fish Strand Hill (see figure 48). This is a very
three-dimensional space in the way that it can be experienced both from within looking
out and from without looking in. At the other end of Market Street is another important
visual cross-roads in. the town centre at the intersection between Market Strand and

Killigrew Street, and a little way along is the angled ope of Smithick Hill, one of the
oldest routes in the town.
5.4.27

There are less buildings of real note at the Market Strand end but enjoyable
nevertheless. The post-war comer building between Prince of Wales Pier may be
architecturally undistinguished but beyond this are some real period pieces. On the town
side is an eclectic dressed granite Edwardian edifice that is a tribute to the stonemason's
craft, now housing a fruit and veg. shop. Much smaller to the left is a three-storey-plusattic brick and stucco front appropriately housing "Cornish Stone Co.". Slightly dwarfed
to its right of the granite building is an early nineteenth century three-storey stuccoed
front (grade II). Left of Smithick Hill is an interesting mixture of stuccoed frontages of
similar date with some good stucco detail, some of which are listed. Detail includes
quoin strips, pilasters, recessed arches and a parapet with a turned balustrade, and there
is one with very deep eaves on brackets. In interesting contrast to these in terms of plot
width is the inter-war Art Deco Woolworth's building with stepped piers and moulded
architraves, all under a very simple parapet. On the seaward side there is a building of
similar date ("Alliance and Leicester" and "Clarks") with very wide window openings
and landscape panes. In the same vein is the building housing "Our Price" and
"Birthdays", with pilasters, a moulded parapet, and carved friezes above the windows.
On the seaward side a small dressed granite building of some distinction, with moulded
architraves and a heavy parapet, is the Falmouth home of the British Heart Foundation.
On the same side (like "Smiths" opposite) Marks and Spencer is housed in two
buildings: the smaller one three storeys with a Tuscan Colonnade, the other one very
wide, both with moulded parapets. Boots is housed in three buildings surely a solution
to absorbing national scale into the local scene. Each of these is a three storeys and each

stepping higher to the right, all with good stucco detail to the upper floors but all are
gripped into national submission by uncompromising modem shop fronts under large
fascias. The right-hand one of these beginning a series of good Italianate style frontages,
eventually giving way to a recessed group of plain rebuilt frontages set back before Fish
Strand Hill.
5.4.28

Market Street has a higher proportion of national "chain" stores than other parts of the
long shopping street, also having a bank, a building society, travel agents, clothes and
shoe shops, a bakers, those already mentioned and a few specialist shops.

5.4.29

The relatively open space of the former market space of the Moor is in marked contrast
to the gorge-like main street, offering a broad civic space with important public
buildings framing its seaward end, and enclosing a central square incorporating a
Monument to the Packet Service and an ornamental Fountain. The Moor is actually set
in a wide valley (Berkeley Vale) with steep sloping valley sides. The southern side is
very wooded giving a sense that the Moor is on the edge of town. It is really only from
the adjacent higher land that the true situation is apparent, the arises of the slopes then
fringed by planned terraces framing the important residential areas of Falmouth. The
open space of the Moor is also enhanced by its mature trees punctuating the carriageway
margins, giving an almost continental, wooded atmosphere to the area. Fortunately, the
trees help also to soften the visually obtrusive effect of the plethora of street furniture,
signage and other confusing clutter, plus the relentless negative presence of excessive
vehicular traffic.

5.4.30

Particularly satisfying is the way that four key public buildings contribute to the
enclosure of this important space, notably the Italianate style former Town Hall (see
figure 64) (grade II), by Reeves and Butcher, at the north-east end, straddling the
entrances to both Webber Street and the very lower part of Killigrew Street; plus, on the
north-west side, the imposing Passmore Edwards Free Library (grade II) by J. W.
Tresidder that combines Italianate, Renaissance, neo-classical and Flemish style details.
Alongside, to the left of the library, is the 1928 Post Office (replacing the former 1867
Post Office (see figures 53 and 57) g.v. (grade II) in Church Street), and opposite is the
magnificent eclectic-style frontage of the 1874 Falmouth Central Methodist Church (see
figure 20), its front slightly altered in 1956 as a way of repairing damage caused during
the last war. These buildings are complemented by the two and three-storey stone
buildings that exemplify the general character type of the continuation of Killigrew
Street beyond the pre-1999t Conservation Area.

5.4.31

There is an interesting inter-war building to the south-west end (replacing the former
Cross Row that comprised terraced housing with long gardens in front), forming the link
between the entrances to the higher end of Killigrew Street, on the left, and the entrance
to Berkeley Vale, on the right. Here the civic character gives way to less formally
arranged commercial premises, some with living accommodation over, as one moves
away from the town centre. Many of the shopfronts were long ago inserted into terraces
of early nineteenth century three-storey houses that survive from when this was the
general form of the development surrounding this space.

5.4.32

An important access to, or exit from, the open space of the Moor is via Jacob's Ladder
(111 steps, and grade II), named after its instigator, Mr. Jacob Hamblyn, who was
closely identified with the town in the late eighteenth century (Gilson page 35). This
route links the Moor to Vernon Place and Wellington Terrace, plus Clare Terrace( see
figure 15), Norfolk Road and Marlborough Road beyond. Another interesting stepped
link known as Webber Hill leads off the opposite side from the Webber Street link to
Erisey Terrace, and beyond to Harbour Terrace (see figure 70). This route also provides
a very convenient exit from (with panoramic views) and access to the Quarry Car Park.
Many users of the Quarry Car Park also take advantage of the route that exists through
"The Market on the Moor", benefiting the pedestrians and the commercial operators
alike. Set back from the main space of the Moor is the Seven Stars public house which
has one of the least altered pub interiors in Cornwall.

5.4.33

Webber Street links the Moor to both the High Street and Market Strand (see figure 62)
. The side away from the town centre retains some good buildings, some of which have
the misfortune to overlook the bland rear elevation of the Tesco Store. Particularly
interesting of these is the eighteenth century Women's Institute building that was
remodelled probably in 1918. It has a very tall upper storey (a Piano Nobile) fronted by
magnificent round-arched windows with margin lights. There is a central pedimented
doorway and it retains its fine original eighteenth century staircase inside. Right of this
are some three-storey rendered, stone and stuccoed buildings of varying heights. Then
there is a delightful two-storey mock Tudor building, now an estate agents. At the far
right are two of the oldest buildings in Falmouth (see figure 10) (both grade II), both
three storeys, the first one eighteenth century with original sash windows to the upper
floor, the other one probably seventeenth century, its projecting former entrance bay
giving the clue to its early origins.

5.5.1

The Greenbank area shares much of its general character with that of the Woodlane area,
both are quite different to the shopping areas but they also contain considerable
character differences on a street-by-street basis. Within the Greenbank residential area is
some of the best and most strategically placed housing in Falmouth. A strong unifying
element for the terraces facing the main road (and the estuary beyond) is the wide raised
pavement (or promenade) that provides a commanding pedestrian platform for enjoying
spectacular views across the water combined with architectural richness and diversity.
The avenue trees and mature gardens give elements of shade, privacy, surprise and vista.
The parallel terraces above the part nearest the town provide a stepped stadium for
access to more distant views and proudly display their own qualities from afar.

5.5.2

One of the most visually stimulating and visible terrace is known optionally as
Dunstanville Terrace (see figure 65) also known as Greenbank Terrace (incorporating
9 individua1listed buildings) with a varied roofline, variety of materials and frequent
articulation. Behind most of these house are long sloping gardens divided by stone
walls, some with their original slate coping. The character of this terrace is also
enhanced by the raised walk in front providing a wide promenade for enjoying
spectacular views across the river to Flushing and Trefusis Point. Continuing away from
the town is Stratton Place comprising a fine pair of late eighteenth century brick-built
houses plus an imposing three-storey terrace of stuccoed town houses with ellipticallyarched recessed panels and fanlights (all listed grade II and all with front gardens and
original road-frontage walls). Behind all this are other listed terraces: Beacon Terrace,
Prospect Place and Harriet Place, all with good stucco detail, Harriet Place with
original margin-pane sash windows (similar to those in the terrace at Stratton Place).

5.5.3

Stratton Terrace is a misnomer in the sense that it is not really a terrace but mostly a
series of architecturally distinguished detached villas, or pairs of villas, some of which
are particularly fine and listed grade II. The first two houses, Nos. 1 (Stratton House)
and 2 (listed grade II) are exceptionally complete and unaltered, built about 1800 and
constructed with stone basements and brick above. These two perhaps explain the origin
of the name "Terrace". At the road front they appear as a pair of three-storey houses,
perhaps intended originally to be extended. To their right the varied series of villas
overlooking the old north-western approach to the town that are of a kind not
represented anywhere else within the Falmouth Conservation Area. Part way along
Stratton Terrace is the Church of St Michael, 1827 by R. Crout, a restrained embattled
Regency (Picturesque) Gothic design, built to serve the newly-formed parish of
Penwerris (in response to the expanding population of Falmouth). A little way to the left
of the church is a former Catholic Church that was a gift from Napoleon III on land
given by the de Dunstanville estate, provided that the church resembled a pair of villas
(Dunstan page 36). Continuing out from the town the Greenbank Conservation Area
takes in Tehidy Terrace (see figure 26) (grade II) a particularly fine stuccoed terrace of
nine houses, built on a slight curve and incorporating a distinctive glazing pattern of
horizontal panes to its original sash windows that is unique in Falmouth. The terrace is
articulated along its front and punctuated with good architectural detail including:
pilasters, petal fanlights over panelled doors and cantilevered balconies. Like
Dunstanville Terrace this group also has long rear gardens divided by original coped

garden walls. This whole group stands well above the road above a high raised walk!
promenade with attractive granite steps giving pedestrian access at regular intervals.
This walk is a wonderful inducement to walk into town from this end of town so as to
enjoy both the views across the river on the one side and the rich variety of architecture

on the other. This particular area also includes some very important elements of the
waterfront including Greenbank Quay and the Greenbank Hotel (see figure 45) (see also
paragraph 5.3).
5.5.4

This part of the Conservation Area of Falmouth is important as seen from the water, also
as viewed from Flushing, and"is an exciting visual experience on entering Falmouth
from the west. The buildings here present themselves as refined statements of quality
that are sited so as to exploit their position overlooking the estuary and beyond whilst
offering in return a view of themselves from across the water.

5.6.1

The Woodlane Conservation Area, though the most recent (21/03/91) of the pre-1999
areas to be designated, it contains as much character and interest as any of the other
designated areas. The historic character here though is generally later and of a more
formal planned layout. At present it is detached from the earlier phases of conservation
area designation. It is a fairly large area that includes the important planned terraces of
Florence Place (see figures 6 and 14) (grade II), Florence Terrace (part gr;lde II),
Cambridge Place (see figures 16 and 17) (grade II), Wodehouse Terrace (see figures 18
and 19) (8 listed items), Albert Cottages (grade II) and Clare Terrace (Clare Terrace
School grade II), as well as the less regular Woodlane (6 list~d items), part of
Marlborough Road (2 listed items), Victoria Cottages terminating in the Observatory
Tower (see figures 6 and 28) (grade II), plus Earle's Retreat in Trelawney Road (grade
II) and the Bowling Green (now a children's playground).

5.6.2

Individual buildings that are particularly notable are the late eighteenth century bowwindowed Grovehill House (see figure 6) (grade II), built for George Croker Fox;
Rosehill (grade II), built for Robert Were Fox, with its grounds as setting for the
Conservation Area, including the Fox Rosehill Gardens that are open to the public. The
1862 Meteorological Observatory (see figures 6 and 28) was built for the Royal
Cornwall Polytechnic Society.

5.6.3

Mid nineteenth century south-facing Florence Place (see figures 6 and 14) and the
similar Florence Terrace (Nos. 1-15) are particularly memorable for their fine open
verandas and attractive sash windows. In contrast to these the rest of Florence Terrace is
late nineteenth century with its front strongly articulated by two-storey bay windows
with gabled dormers set back above. Beyond this, Cambridge Place (see figures 16 and
17) is a remarkable tour-de-force of 1880 with rich stucco detail and a central
pedimented house (at one time the Molesworth House Girls' School) helping to express
the whole terrace as a single planned entity. East-facing Clare Terrace (see figure 15) is
probably best remembered for retaining the best surviving series of box porches (a local
characteristic form of porch that survives also in other waterside towns in Cornwall
including St Mawes and Portscatho). Similarly-oriented Wodehouse Terrace, also, has
many original box porches but many of the fronts are also articulated by later bay
windows, fortunately, mostly carried out so that they contain interest in themselves and
offer variety to the whole terrace. However, it is a selection of those that haven't
undergone such alteration that are listed as being of special architectural interest (see
figure 19). Particularly fine and important are Nos. 1 and 2, a detached unequal pair of
houses relating to the town end of Woodlane (see figure 18).

5.6.4

The south-facing terraces set above a raised pavement to the north (landward) side of
tree-lined, and appropriately named Woodlane, have also later articulation similar to
Wodehouse Terrace, but there are also some original flat-fronted houses in virtually
unaltered form (see figure 67). However, it is the sheer diversity of carved and moulded
stucco embellishment that provides the most significant variety. The general character
here is particularly affected by the long gardens at the front and the richness of tree
cover, resulting in some of the houses being virtually hidden from view. Set back from
the usual parallel arrangement of development of this side of Woodlane is Woodlane
Crescent, formal in plan but varied in the design of its individual elements, containing
taller houses of stucco and brick, with some slatehanging at the rear. Beyond this, away
from the town, is a further terrace of large houses. This side of the road terminates with
King Charles Primary School (former girl's grammar school), ideally placed within
walking distance of much of its catchment area.

5.6.5

On the other side of the road at Woodlane there is tremendous architectural and material
variety and diversity giving a much more random appearance overall, characterised by
villas, or pairs of villas of various dates and styles spanning the nineteenth century, most
with entrance fronts facing the road and garden fronts facing the view. These include the
Regency period Rosehill (now the central building of Falmouth College of Art, a Gothic
Lodge, a Gothic villa and some Italianate style villas. The materials are stucco, brick or
stone, the whole road enhanced by having a raised pavement to its landward side
generously planted with deciduous trees. A very tight selection of all the houses in
Woodlane is listed.

5.6.6

Below Woodlane is the very fine ashlar and stucco Grovehill House (see figure 6),
commanding wonderful views across to Pendennis and beyond.

5.6.7

Also included in the Woodlane Conservation Area and visually relating to Wodehouse
Terrace and Florence Place is the Observatory (see figures 6 and 28) (grade II), the
former Meteorological Tower that forms a very important visual enhancement of
Falmouth from many vantage points. The tower adjoins Victoria Terrace that overlooks
Bowling Green, itself also overlooked by the 1869 Gothic style Earle's Retreat, a fine
almshouse named after George Earle and designed to accommodate 32 persons. Facing
away from Bowling Green on the opposite side is the Gothic style brick-built Albert
Cottages. On the fourth side of Bowling Green runs classically-inspired Marlborough
Road, a fine road of stuccoed houses (Nos 1-6 listed grade II), but only the town end of
the road is within the Conservation Area.

5.6.8

Overall, the residential extensions to the original Conservation Area at Greenbank and
Woodlane retain a quality and interest that matches and in some ways exceeds that of
the original area. It is in these extensions that quality is represented by whole terraces as
part of areas of an overall very high standard. Some of these terraces rival, or even
surpass, anything that survives in the rest of the county. It is also the individual houses
and groups that maintain a quality that is rarely diluted by anything that doesn't
contribute positively to the whole.

5.6.9

Most of these terraces or villa developments in the Woodlane Conservation Area are
oriented so that they benefit from the spectacular views from this higher ground, rather
than facing each other across a street as is the more usual way with planned residential

development. This area, whilst following the general theme of Falmouth with terraces
following the contours, and with a strong preference for the use of stucco painted in
pastel shades, has particularly strong individual qualities and characteristics within each
terrace.
5.6.10

Much of the character of this whole area is enhanced by fine mature wooded gardens or
by avenue trees at the roadside. It is also enhanced by the open amenity spaces that
relate to the area. The mature Fox-Rosehill Gardens and the more open Bowling Green
were both within the pre-1999 Conservation Area (but the visually and historically
related important open spaces below Wodehouse Terrace and Clare Terrace were not!)
This area also provides some of the best views of the heart of Falmouth below and to the
estuary and Pendennis Headland beyond. In return Wodehouse Terrace (see figures 18
and 19) and Clare Terrace (see figure 15) in particular combine to form a backdrop to
the town centre when viewed from the harbour or beyond.

5.7.1

The gardens of Falmouth were already famous in the eighteenth century. Mr Fox of
Grove Hill, obtained the Banksian Medal for acclimatising upwards of 200 foreign
plants. "Orange and lemon trees are grown against the garden walls and yield an
abundant return of fruit." These garden walls survive in good numbers, forming the
boundaries between terraced properties and around villas and also many of the more
suburban houses providing Falmouth with a grid framework of sloping gardens seen as
visual bands of green between the terraces stepped up the hillsides and offering amenity
to the residents within and the visitors without.

5.7.2

The unusually mild climate of Falmouth, resulting from its maritime and generally
sheltered position has enabled the town's gardens to become some of the most exotic
and prolific in the county. There are fortunately several important public gardens
including, the Fox Rosehill gardens (the only one of these within the pre-1999
Conservation Area), Kimberley Park, Gyllyngdune Gardens (see figure 25) and Queen
Mary Gardens (see figure 68). There are also two small public gardens at Greenbank,
plus the green bank of Greenbank itself. Also, there are open spaces and roads and
streets that contribute to the garden character of the town. The Moor has an attractive
inner boundary of trees and this effect of green is complimented by the green slope in
front of Wellington Terrace. The effect of virtual total tree cover is a convincing illusion
in Woodlane, nearly hiding the houses and allowing natural beauty to dominate.

5.7.3

The wooded nature of Falmouth is also seen to advantage in many of the roads just
outside the present conservation area and towards the seafront. Particularly memorable
is Dracaena Avenue, so named after its famous Dracaena palms. Also good are
Arwenack Avenue, Marlborough Road and Western Terrace.

5.7.4

A large open space within the Conservation Area is the Church Street Car Park, not
known for its planting but potentially capable of being suitably enhanced and renamed
the "Church Street Park", or perhaps "Gasworks Gardens". Other small open spaces that
contribute to the character of the Conservation Area don't depend on planted
enhancement for their character and interest, these include Custom House Quay (see
figure 49) (grade 11*) and Prince of Wales Pier (see figure 94) (grade II).

5.7.5

Small green spaces that relate to enhance the Conservation area include the very
attractive planned slope of garden landscape called "Lawn Steps" (see figure 50) and the
former Burial Ground (two sites) relating to the parish church. Farther out from the
town centre, but visually relating to the Conservation Area from certain views, the
Cemeteries between Pennance Road and Swan pool offer wonderful wooded places for
quiet contemplation adjacent to the seafront and Swan Pool itself. Here, much of the
later history of Falmouth is recorded on the thousands of inscribed graves and
monuments, many of which are architecturally notable plus the Romanesque style
Chapels of Ease and the Caretaker's Lodge.

5.7.6

It is also the private gardens that help to make Falmouth the special place that it is.
These are found particularly on the fringes of the Conservation Area but many of the
best examples are beyond the present designated area.

5.7.7

The predominantly open space of Pendennis Headland also relates to and enhances the
special character of the Conservation Area, as do all the open and wooded land that can
be seen from the Conservation Area, most of it AONB.

John Harris, the remarkable Cornish miner-turned-poet, in his poem "On Falmouth" of
May 1865, written whilst living in No.6 Killigrew Terrace, now No. 85 Killigrew
Street, describes Falmouth in a very evocative way, capturing much of the essence that
is its special and distinctive character (copied from Dunstan page 10):
"I saw it first when April shoots
Were shining on the tree,
And daisies gladdened by the sun,
Looked up on lawn and lea.
I left my home when but a boy,
And crossing mead and moor,
Gazed I upon its harbour-waves,
Which kissed the pleasant shore.
Here barks from every nation meet,
With streaming flags unfurled,
And here the war-ship grandly rides,
Itself a floating world:
Here come the fish in shining shoals,
The shelly creeks among,
And sweet it is across the tide
To hear thefisher's song.
Here lie the Docks whose wonder-works,
Of labour's kingly hand:
And here the Railway sends its stores,
The marvel of the land:
And here the Telegraphic wire
Runs conquering space and time.
0, grandeur of the grandest age,
And wonder most sublime!
I've travelled where the waters roar,
And where the hills are high,
Whose lofty summits seem to soar
Into the distant sky;
But fairer scene, 0 Falmouth mine,
I never seemed to view,
Than thy green fields, and sloping heights,
And waves and waters blue. "

The following paragraphs contain analysis of Falmouth problems and challenges, and
where appropriate, recommendations that attempt to provide a conservation solution that
is both achievable and sustainable.

6.1.1

There are fortunately relatively few parts of the town within the Conservation Area that
qualify for the above category. However, these can best be categorised by those sites,
buildings or features that fail to enhance or complement the Conservation Area
generally.

6.1.2

The sites include of course all the car parks within the town but mainly because as open
spaces they are generally filled with objects that conflict with the town's visual amenity,
and because as open spaces they also generally lack surface finishes, furniture or
planting of any interest (see also paragraphs 6.2 and 6.3).

6.1.3

Other negative sites include a gap in the seaward side of the High Street (now being
developed). A similar situation exists with respect to the site of the former North Quay
House (see figures 36 and 37) but it is expected that this site will be redeveloped in a
way that compensates for the loss of this historic (but not listed) building.

6.1.4

Negative buildings would have to include the modernist Tesco Building, occupying the
old Came's Brewery site between Killigrew Street and Webber Street (a particularly
uncompromising elevation), and the large bland concrete rear extension of Nos. 40 and
41 (Marks and Spencers) in Market Street. In the case of both these buildings the benefit
of their commercial presence in the town centre probably outweighs any urgent concern
for change.

6.1.5

Nos 35, 36 and 37 Arwenack Street don't come into this category because they are only
negative in the sense of their appearance of neglect, not because they lack character and
interest. It is in this sort of context that causes many people to misuse the term
"eyesore". It is surely a contradiction for a building that qualifies to be included in the
statutory list as a Building of Special Architectural Interest to be thus described.
However, this does not mean that its condition is not a cause for considerable concern
and it is hoped that this building will soon be repaired and brought back into appropriate
use.

6.1.6

Some people might argue that the modernist building to the right of the lower entrance
to Jacob's Ladder, despite having some good points of detail, fails to fully integrate with
or enhance the Conservation Area. The situation is that this was built before the area
was designated as a conservation area and clearly it is unlikely that such an
uncompromising piece of "architecture" would be considered favourably now, but until
the site comes up for redevelopment it is something that the Conservation Area can only
live with. There are other buildings on the Moor that might cause concern to many but
most of these have a certain inter-war "period" character that gives their presence some
credibility.

6.1. 7

It is really the smaller-scale features or details that have been fitted to individual
buildings that cause more concern: features like ugly shopfronts, and detail such as ugly
UPVC windows or inappropriate doors fitted to historic buildings. Some of these small
changes may seem less important than some of the bigger schemes, but this kind of
erosion of historic character is accumulative. Once lost, genuine historic features are
gone forever.

6.2.1

Falmouth town centre has benefited in the past from a "Town Scheme", whereby it was
possible to offer eligible buildings 40% of the total cost of external (or structural)
repairs. The public funding was been a combination of initially County Council later
Carrick money matched by English Heritage money. This scheme has resulted in
helping to save some buildings that were previously in very neglected condition and to
get them repaired in an exemplary fashion.

6.2.2

Repaired under the town scheme were some grade II neglected buildings in Quay Hill,
Arwenack Street and the High Street, all now looking a credit to the Conservation
Area.

6.2.3

More recently, No. 51 (Ludgate House) High Street (see figure 60) (grade 11*)has also
being repaired and refurbished to a high standard, much of the work being carried out
using traditional lime mortars or finishes. However, before work started there had been
water pouring through the central lead valley causing extensive dry rot in the central
area of the building. Repairs have been complemented by appropriate alteration
including the reinstatement of the former room proportions of the best parlour and the
shop area in front. This has meant that the circa late seventeenth century oak bolectionmoulded panelling and its associated (slightly later) china cupboard are now reunited
into one room space and the missing section of ribbed plaster ceiling has being
reinstated. The Town Scheme funding has only been used for the external works and
those internal works that have been essentially structural but the help provided by the
funding has enabled a higher standard of attention to detail than might otherwise be
expected. The success of this project has of course depended on an enthusiastic owner
and competent builders.

6.2.4

Buildings of grade I or 11*are sometimes eligible for grants from English Heritage alone
as was the case at No 1 Bank Place (grade 11*),that had been a "Building at Risk" for
many years. A particular concern was that No 1 was part of a red brick terrace of three
houses with a central pedimented house creating overall a Palladian "palace" front. The
problems in No 1 had been created by a number of factors including the improper
insertion of shopfronts and by cutting drains underneath the foundations. The
movements displayed by cracks in the wall provided Falmouth's inhabitants with a
textbook example of induced subsidence. Curing the problems however needed vision
and commitment as well as textbook solutions. Following the involvement of a
structural engineer commissioned by English Heritage the building was provided with
temporary support. Then the shopfronts were removed and were replaced with a
reinstatement of the former window openings with brickwork that was a good match for
the original, all this concealing a lot of ingenious engineering. This work was further
enhanced by the decision to reinstate the original glazing pattern to the new sash

windows. Looking at the end result now it is hard to remember how bad it looked
before.
6.2.5

A modest but very successful repair carried out as part of Carrick's Historic Buildings
Funding (50% up to a ceiling of a thousand pounds for repairs to eligible properties) is
the repointing of the front wall of grade II listed No 66 Killigrew Street (see figure 69).

6.2.6

Another modest scheme now yielding benefits is the updating of street and pier lighting
at Prince of Wales Pier. This has resulted in the replacement of a cluttered and clumsy
set of lights (that also spilt far too much light into the atmosphere) with some that look
both simple and traditional but concentrate their light where it is needed.

6.2.7

New development on sensitive sites was a particular challenge at Packet Quays a few
years ago. There had been many proposals, including the redevelopment of part of the
High Street itself, but the end result was a courageous attempt to integrate new buildings
to an historic environment. The first phase was treated to general acclaim but the later
phase, including a bridge across the entrance to the High Street has been received at best
with less enthusiasm. It is a pity that the more successful part of the scheme is not so
publicly accessible as the later more prominent part.

6.2.8

Opportunities to enhance and repair buildings and spaces within the Conservation Area
look more promising than ever. Carrick District Council is negotiating for significant4
funding for a Heritage Economic Development Strategy (HERS) Scheme. However, the
available funding being offered by English Heritage will need matching funding from
various sources being actively pursued as this report goes to print.

6.2.9

There are clearly many areas of possibility for funding within Falmouth. Money could
be well spent on obvious repairs such as repointing and repair of shopfronts or sash
windows, but to be able to target some of the money towards reinstatement of lost
historic features or the installation of more suitable shopfronts, for example, could yield
real benefits to the Conservation Area. Such works can have lots of secondary benefits
such as enhanced employment opportunities for craftsmen, of the kind that we urgently
need, and of regeneration of the area because of its improved appearance.

6.2.10

It is therefore strongly recommended that a more detailed assessment is made to provide
full justification for the most appropriate parts of the Conservation Area, which, subject
to matching funding being made available, would result in a bid being made to the
Heritage Lottery Fund. It is also recommended that other appropriate funding
opportunities be explored.

6.3.1

In the same way that buildings can be enhanced it is also of great benefit to the
Conservation Area that open spaces should be improved both in their visual and
functional amenity. Arguably, all the car parks in Falmouth would benefit from
enhancement works such as more appropriate surfacing and improved layout and
planting. Some of these car parks would surely be better utilised as proper amenity
spaces for pedestrian priority (see also paragraph 6.6), providing that traffic
management challenges can be solved in a way that is in the best interest of the town

and its people. Reducing traffic would bring the added benefit of being able to provide
more attractive surfacing generally in the shopping streets. However, a word of caution:
it is usually better to leave things as they are thall to pursue a scheme which incorporates
materials and features that are not part of the historic tradition of an area. Old
photographs show cobbled or granite-paved surfaces, granite kerbs and runnels and castiron street furniture of a high standard. Fortunately, there are many places in the town
where such historic surfaces and features survive providing a pattern for informed
replication elsewhere. Sadly, most forecourt railings of wrought or cast-iron were
sacrificed for the war effort during World War II, apparently a fruitless exercise as the
metal collected was incapable of being recycled to make weapons as envisaged. We are
now in a position where real "wrought" iron is virtually unobtainable so might have to
consider alternatives such as replicating wrought ironwork with mild steel followed by
galvanising then painting following appropriate priming of the zinc surfaces. Street
lighting is an ongoing challenge. There is sometimes conflict between historic accuracy
and health and safety, particularly with the retention of genuine old lamp standards.
Also, the quest for directional lighting that minimises atmospheric light pollution plus a
desire for "white" light that allows for three-dimensional awareness of space and
distance is not easy to negotiate for when cost is the immediate factor.

6.4.1

Identifying problems in order to carry out enhancement can only be fully justified if
there are controls in place to prevent the sort of visual damage and erosion of character
that can lead to problems in the first place. One of the most damaging effects of the
existing situation whereby owners of domestic buildings have a range of Permitted
Development Rights is that such architectural features as doors and windows have little
protection, and forecourt walls under 1 metre high have no protection at all. By
introducing Article 4(2) Directions in a selective way so that particular threats to an area
can be addressed it should be possible to retain the essential character that benefits the
town whilst at the same time providing a higher standard of detail and finish where
alteration is considered appropriate or justifiable.

6.4.2

As part of this appraisal a detailed photographic audit of the Conservation Areas (and
beyond) has been produced (held at the Planning Department at Carrick). This provides
a dated record that can be used not only to aid in the appraisal process but also to
monitor change over subsequent years.

6.5.1

Falmouth is an old town but is not known to have a significant ancient sub-layer as with
many of the older Cornish towns. The town centre lies on generally seventeenth century
origins and many of its eighteenth century and later buildings must lie on the sites of
early Falmouth, particularly in the part that was once known as Smithick. The site of
Arwenack House is of course earlier and must retain many secrets of its pre-sixteenth
century origins. Pendennis Headland is much earlier in its origins as a pre-historic
fortified headland with 1540s and later castle. The overall significance of Falmouth,
therefore, is much to do with this phased development but also with its later period of its
maritime activity and its associated industries.

6.5.2

Under the advice given within PPG 15 and PPG 16 (Planning Policy Guidance) it is
now the duty of local authorities to be aware of the archaeological potential of its
historic environment and to require archaeological recording at appropriate buildings or
development sites. At Falmouth this government guidance is already implemented in a
responsible way whenever there are excavations or alterations of any kind on the
Pendennis Headland, particularly within the scheduled area, yielding invaluable
information about the fortified site from its early origins through to its twentieth century
modifications and installations up to and including World War II. The nature of these
findings suggest that there should be considerable anticipation of likely significant
discoveries during development of sites within the known areas of earlier Falmouth and
also within areas of Falmouth's former industries and commerce ..

6.6.1

Traffic management is very much a specialist discipline, the ultimate detailed solutions
to which it is not the objective of this report to attempt to resolve. However, in
conservation terms, particularly within a conservation area, the effect that traffic has is a
matter that needs to be understood and interpreted so that the impact is recognised and
problems identified. It is also possible to make obvious broad-brush suggestions that
contain conservation-based options for a sustainable future that promises a better quality
of environment

6.6.2

The motor vehicle within an urban situation produces many harmful environmental
effects generally, such as noise and pollution. Within a conservation area these effects
can be particularly damaging as well as the other environmental considerations such as
erosion of the visual amenity and harm to the quality of life of the pedestrians and
residents.

6.6.3

Within the Falmouth Conservation Areas the problems created by traffic are particularly
acute because of the limited number of routes that are possible. Because traffic is able to
travel not only through two of the important residential areas (Greenbank and
Woodlane) but also (in one direction) the full length of the main shopping street (from
the High Street to Grove Place), plus through the Moor, all within the Conservation
Area, there is always some harm being caused to the area.

6.6.4

Traffic flow is generated for two principal objectives, either for the delivery of people or
goods or for access to car parks for shopping or for those working or participating in
leisure activity in the town. This activity is further intensified by owners of cars driving
and searching for unrestricted parking spaces within the residential areas.

1. to discourage traffic from unnecessarily using the routes within the Conservation
Area, or,

6.6.6

The former approach is the principal objective of the new Transport Package being
introduced by County Highways, by using signage to both inform drivers of facilities
and parking on offer and also to direct them to the best options that are in the best

interest of Falmouth and particularly of the Conservation Area. Also, to introduce
(Summer 1999) a Park and Ride scheme (proposed to be sited at the former BP terminal
and Carrick land at Ponsharden), also, to investigate the viability of a water ferrying
service (Park and SaillFloat) from Ponsharden, particularly to the proposed FIMI
(Falmouth International Maritime Initiative) site.
6.6.7

Traffic calming is a current issue causing some controversy. It is important that
methods used to reduce traffic speeds are compatible with the objective of
"enhancement" within conservation areas (see also paragraph 6.3).

6.6.8

The traffic that will be generated within the foreseeable future is forecast to increase
dramatically so that the incentive for resolving the parking challenge is both urgent in
terms of solving the present problems but even more so in catering for future demand.

6.6.9

The future for Falmouth's traffic management has to be multi-dimensional if it is to be
successful. Environmental improvements must be complementary to the objective of
sustaining appropriate commercial and leisure activity within the town centre and be
designed to absorb pressures of future growth. It is important that those people who
want to visit the town for reasons that are in its best interest are not discouraged from
doing so. Equally, it is important that the special character, interest and atmosphere of
the town is not spoiled by the avoidable presence of the motor car.

An unavoidable conclusion resulting from a detailed character analysis of Falmouth is
that some of the best treats of the town are actually beyond the pre-1999 Conservation
Areas, including the spectacular Pendennis Headland, with its nationally important
sixteenth century castle, and the vibrant seafront area with its powerful period holiday
atmosphere, including the imposing 1865 Falmouth Hotel (see figure 21) (listed grade
II), Gyllyngdune Gardens (see figure 25) and Princess Pavilion (se figure 23), plus the
exotic planting of this area, including the Dracaena Palm and distinctive stands of
Monterey Pines. These areas are an essential part of the special character and interest of
Falmouth reflecting an important element of its development and history. Also important
as part of the town's special and historic character are some of the high quality
residential areas beyond those represented in the pre-1999 designation.
An important part of the character and atmosphere of Falmouth is the way it relates to
its surroundings. The position of Falmouth in its landscape/seascape is remarkable.
Falmouth relates to the Penryn River and Flushing (an important conservation area itself
with many listed buildings) from its northern end; it looks across the Carrick Roads to
the Roseland and St Mawes (another notable conservation area with some good listed
buildings) from its harbour front, faces Pendennis headland at is southern end, and
enjoys a strong visual relationship with the Helford River and the neck of the Lizard
from its seafront.
The residential areas of the town generally look out at their spectacular surroundings,
whilst at the same time presenting themselves for admiration, whereas the historic core
of the town is inward-looking for its frontages and subdued by its more historically
evolved industrial tone where it relates to the water.
The activities that this unique location overlooks include some of the best sailing waters
in the world, the working oyster boats, fishing boats, the ferries, the cruise boats and the
Docks. Most of the landscape that it overlooks is AONB (Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty) and the whole estuary has recently been designated as a Special Area of
Conservation, recognising its unique ecological value. The sites of St Mawes and
Pendennis Castles are Scheduled as Ancient Monuments and are in the Care of English
Heritage. Part of the Roseland Peninsula is owned and managed by the National Trust.
The beautiful setting of Falmouth therefore enjoys an unusually high level of protection.
The integrity of this whole environment is interdependent, the good care of one
benefiting the quality and interest of the other. It seems appropriate, therefore, that the
special character and interest of all that makes Falmouth distinctive and special should
be managed in a responsible way.
Some essential guidance for designating conservation areas is included in the English
Heritage pamphlet "Conservation Area Practice". These key points that need to be
understood or quantified are summarised below:

• The architectural and historic quality, character, and coherence of the buildings, both
listed and unlisted, and the contribution they make to the special interest of the area

• The contribution made by green spaces, trees, hedges, and other natural or cultivated
elements to the character of the area
• The prevailing (or former) uses within the area and their historic patronage, and the
influence of these on the plan form and building types
• The relationship of the built environment to landscape or open countryside, including
definition of significant landmarks, vistas and panoramas, where appropriate

Useful guidance in appraising the quality of individual buildings within a conservation
area, and by inference a useful guide for assessing character and interest in designation
is set out as a check list of questions in the English Heritage pamphlet "Conservation
Area Practice" and the subsequent pampWet "Conservation Area Appraisals" to assess
whether a building makes a positive contribution to such an area. These questions are as
follows:

• has it qualities of age, style, materials or other characteristics which reflect those of at
least a substantial number of the buildings in the conservation area?
• does it relate by age, materials or in any other historically significant way to adjacent
listed buildings and contribute positively to their setting?
• does it, individually or as part of a group, serve as a reminder of the gradual
development of the settlement in which it stands, or as an earlier phase of its growth?
• does it have a significant historic association with established features such as the
road layout, burgage plots, a town park, or landscape features?
• does the building have landmark quality, or contribute to the quality of recognisable
spaces?

• if a public building, does its function or enclosed public space contribute to the
character or appearance of the conservation area?

• if a structure associated with a designed landscape within the conservation area, such
as walls, or a minor garden buildings, is it of identifiable importance to the historic
design?
"In English Heritage's view, anyone of these characteristics could provide the basis for
considering that a building makes a positive contribution to the special interest of a
conservation area, provided that historic form and qualities have not been eroded by
unsympathetic alteration."
The pre-l999 Conservation Area can easily be fully justified in terms of the special
quality that it contains but it fails to fully represent all the different special aspects of
Falmouth's overall character. There was for example nothing of the seaside character of
the seafront within the pre-l999 Conservation Area, or the atmosphere represented by
the gardens that reach almost to the seashore. It is clearly an important aspect of the
overall importance and interest of Falmouth that its principal historic boundaries,
containing most that is of real interest, are its waterfront and seafront and the limit of
development presented by the Pendennis headland. Except for some development along
part of the seafront, and some very small pockets of fairly ordinary post-war
development, the character within this general area is very high. The fact that the water
and the Pendennis Headland provide virtually fixed historic boundaries for the best part
of the town is part of the justification for an extension of the Conservation Area that
reaches to these boundaries encompassing those areas where there is undeniable special
quality and interest (see figure 24).
The areas of special interest that have been identified include good buildings or groups
.of buildings dating from the eighteenth century and later. There is a high proportion of
high quality mid and late nineteenth development plus some good examples of inter-war
housing, nearly all of this easily satisfying the general criteria for designation of a
conservation area, particularly when these are assessed in the context of their
relationship with each other, their position relating to the sloping topography, their
garden quality and their spectacular setting "to see and be seen". There is also a very
small proportion of generally just post-war housing. Some of the latter is neutral or even
negative in its contribution to the character of the area but this usually more than
compensated for by the positive contribution made by their attractive maturing gardens
as extra setting for those areas with more obvious combined qualities. The proposed
extension can be subdivided into definable geographical or character areas.
The extension to the Conservation Area is based on the recommendations set out by
English Heritage in their "Conservation Area Practice" volume and part repeated in their
"Conservation Area Appraisals" pamphlet. It is therefore based on national standards of
selection and must not be misunderstood as a tactical selection designed to resolve
identifiable conservation or planning problems however important these might be. The
approach to conservation area designation is about identifying "special" quality,
character and interest in areas. Like listing it is based on quantifiable criteria so that any
limit on extent of designation is based on satisfying these criteria, but unlike listing it is
being able to provide adequate justification for areas that are selected rather than for
individual buildings.

7.1.1

The frame that announces the entrance to Falmouth along the waterfront is strongly
marked just before Tehidy Terrace. Here there is a band of mature wooded bank on the
waterfront side balanced by the raised promenade that is one of the special features of
Falmouth on the other side. This perception of quality framing and distinctive hierarchy
of spaces is further enhanced by mature walled gardens adjacent to the promenade partly
screening the discreet presence of two inter-war houses of unusual design quality.
Between these and the part of Tehidy Terrace that is within the Greenbank Conservation
Area, elevated behind a granite-coped garden wall, is a fine pair of late nineteenth
century stuccoed houses with round-arched doorways, quoin rustication, modillioned
eaves and two-storey canted bays. Like many of the residential areas of Falmouth the
buildings have a special relationship with the water and the views beyond, providing
stepped spaces to view from and offering a tiered background of trees, stone, stucco and
slate when seen from the distance. The frame also encloses a high quality vista along
towards Greenbank. These are some of the special qualities that justify appropriate
extension of the Conservation Area at this end of Falmouth.

7.2.1

Behind (west ot) the Greenbank Conservation Area is a group of roads and terraces,
most built parallel to the contours, that offer quality and interest that complements the
existing designated area, particularly in the way that they form a high quality backdrop
to the views of this part of Falmouth both from the water and from the Flushing side of
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the water. From here it is the scale, massing, grouping, colour, punctuation and the way
they display a complementary nineteenth century frame at this end of the town that
provide special character and interest. When seen close up the area contains much that is
special and significant, both in terms of the layout and relationships of the buildings to
each other and to garden and carriageway and pavement space, and in terms of materials
and architectural features. From within this area part of its character is what can be seen
from it, the appreciation of the views overlooking the nearby existing Conservation Area
and the views beyond, to the Flushing area in the one direction and across to the Docks
and beyond to the Roseland in the other. The area contains two listed items (three
individual houses).
7.2.2

Claremont Cottages is the exception to the usual arrangement of terraces being parallel
to the contour in this part of Falmouth and curiously complements these other groups
(particularly Claremont Terrace) by its diversity. This charming group faces onto a little
road at right angles to the contour leaving only oblique views of Flushing from their
front elevations but with a more open prospect at the rear. The lower group of three
cottages in this attractive planned stepped terrace brick-built have their window
surrounds painted white emphasising the unusual cogged architraves. The box porches
are simple but effective. The top two cottages are stone with brick dressings, the very
top cottage later rendered. These two have good doorcases with consoles. All have sash
windows.

7.2.3

Claremont Terrace is a planned stucco terrace with distinctive Dutch gables (compare
Nos. 43 and 44 Vernon Place) punctuating the end houses suggesting that originally

there must also have been a pair of similar gables to the central house but this has been
altered at this level. The strong design of the terrace is emphasised by the way that it
stands above a high raised pavement with a stone facing and granite steps giving access.
Like many of the elevated residential terraces of Falmouth its special interest is
enhanced by the way that it presents itself to the remarkable views and is in itself an
essential part of the long views of this part of the town.
7.2.4

Erisey Terrace has variety and an altered character a little like Wodehouse Terrace but
with most of the houses having had two-storey bay windows inserted in the late
nineteenth century. These are two-storey houses over sunken basements, some with later
dormer windows. Some of the shallow forecourts are crossed via granite stepped
bridges. Moulded hoods on brackets or moulded pilastered porches, and window
architraves survive on the more complete examples. Some of the architecturally and
visually less acceptable alterations to the detail of this terrace become less of an issue
when seen from a distance. From the other end of town or from the high land of Vernon
Place and Wellington Terrace it is the overall appearance of the group that offers special
character to Falmouth as a whole. From within the terrace there is a particularly good
opportunity to take advantage of the amazing views over the town centre, the Docks and
across to the Roseland.

7.2.5

Frobisher Terrace is a good example of a well articulated later nineteenth century
terrace, particularly in its detached north-western limb. The paired entrance doorways
have moulded hoods on consoles, the flanking canted bays have moulded cornices
matching the hoods and individual elements of the terrace are united under moulded
eaves cornices. Again this terrace forms part of the "lines" affect when viewed from the
water.

7.2.6

Harbour Terrace provides the strong central feature of the whole area. This is a good
planned early nineteenth century stuccoed group, the straight continuous section of
which is seen as moulded parapeted fronts without visible roofs. The individually
articulated fronts with central recesses for pairs of doorways and pairs of windows
above (see figure 70) is in the manner of Tehidy Terrace (grade II) nearby. Some
individual houses have had bay windows inserted in the late nineteenth century in
response to the opportunity provided by the views. Fortunately, most of these later
windows are good designs in their own right with moulded cornices and sash windows,
one house notable for having a stepped arrangement with a balcony in front of the upper
window. Most, however, retain their fine original moulded window architraves, or
recessed ground-floor windows (those on the comer towards Erisey Terrace), pilastered
arched doorways and moulded hoods on brackets, together with good survival of
original sash windows, some with slightly horizontal panes. This overall character of
this group is particularly important as seen from across the water, seeming to stand
above a green garden space behind the High Street.

7.3.3

Brook Place leads off from Brook Street and is to a great extent redeveloped in a fairly
bland way, though fortunately recessive in tone. However, there remains some character
and interest in a group of old cottages surviving in the remains of a steep "back street",
some with sash windows and one with two oriel bays with pilasters and cornices. Near
these is an old stone warehouse building and there are attractive back houses within the
long garden curtilages of the relating rear of Killigrew Street. The overall character
balance of this area is perhaps barely better than neutral but all conservation areas have
less accessible back areas that offer glimpses of real life atmosphere and compromise in
terms of town planning. This is an area where future enhancement could revitalise
existing character and also capitalise on the area's more hidden situation so near the
town centre.

7.3.4

Clifton Place (see figure 71) is earlier and has considerable distinction in the stucco
detailing with hoodmoulds on brackets, recessed architraves and unifying moulded
parapets. Particularly notable is the curved house on the comer which retains its original
twelve-pane sash windows. As is generally the case with Falmouth's terraces most of
the stacks survive over the party walls giving strong punctuation to the roofline. Some
rather heavily pollarded trees still manage to give a sense of avenue and vista relating
visually to the avenue road of Killigrew Street.

7.3.5

Dracaena Avenue is for many visitors an introduction to the seaside atmosphere of
Falmouth. A key building sharing its curtilage with Killigrew Street is the Old Cottage
Hospital (see figure 75). The road frontage of this building is the only part of Dracaena
Avenue included in this character area.

7.3.6

Hawkins Way is not a developed street but merely a narrow lane with its high point the
former St Joseph's (dame school), a fine mid nineteenth century stuccoed building with
moulded hoods on brackets, sash windows and a steep pyramidal-roofed bellcote over
the centre of the roof. Some attractive inter-war bungalows fill some former presumed
garden space.

7.3.7

Killigrew Street is predominantly early and mid nineteenth century with mostly twostorey stone or stuccoed terrace development stepped down the slope of this tree-lined
"avenue". The width of the street, its pavements and tree-lined nature provide a linking
theme across a range of different architectural styles. The earlier housing is generally
nearer the town centre, the more complete houses retaining original twelve paned sashes
and panelled doors (see figure 69). Some of the houses have been converted into shops
in the later nineteenth century, and some of these have good shop fronts. The south-east
side is within this character area. On this side are some particularly good examples,
some of which are listed grade II. There is also a fine 1868 Gothic and Bergundian
Romanesque style Catholic Church of St Mary Immaculate of considerable note
designed by J A Hansom (see figure 72), together with the associated Presbytery of St
Mary's, both listed grade II. Just up from the Kimberley Place junction are three pairs of
just post-war semi-detached houses with verandas over the ground-floor openings,
giving them some distinction. At the higher end of the street is some later nineteenth
century housing similar to that in Clifton Terrace and Clifton Crescent. At the very top
of the road is the former Cottage Hospital (see figure 75), a very good example of its
type that makes a good comer statement at the junction with Dracaena Avenue.

7.3.8

Kimberley Park is one of the essential breathing garden spaces of Falmouth, relating
and providing wonderful setting for the houses higher up Kimberley Park Road, also for
Park Terrace, and similarly with the later development of Park Crescent, but the Park is
also near at hand to all the streets in this character area which also form a close and
harmonious architectural and spatial relationship with each other. The park itself
demonstrates and presents the special climate of Falmouth in its prolific tree growth
since it was presented to the town by the Earl of Kimberley on the 24th of May 1877.
Near the bottom of the park is an attractive lodge and the whole place now has the
atmosphere of a mature garden on a private estate that has somehow come into public
use.

7.3.9

Kimberley Park Road in its upper part provides a refined villa backdrop to the Park
giving the impression from within the Park that there is no road in between, a real sense
of continuous garden space. The road follows the pattern of much of Falmouth's general
development with the earlier housing nearer the centre, in this case 1840s giving way to
1850s and 1860s, the earlier housing more simple and then with more punctuation with
moulded stucco detail and then with articulation in the form of moulded bay windows,
then Italianate influence with arched openings and one group with arched loggias as
well (see figure 73). The whole effect is very civilised and presents an impression of
very high quality and distinction at this entrance to the town. This effect is enhanced by
the quality of the gardens and their planting and the relationship of the road with the
Park. Providing variety at the top of the road, on the same side as the Park, is an
interesting stone Gothic style house with steep gables punctuated by pierced and shaped
barge boards.

7.3.10

Kimberley Place faces down into the town and beyond and also overlooks the Catholic
Church. The houses are early and mid nineteenth century, the older two pairs of houses
are stone, the later detached ones are stucco, most with good doorcases, panelled doors
and sash windows. Three of these are listed grade II, indicating the high quality and
interest of the group.

7.3.11

Park Crescent is a curved development of inter-war single-storey and two-storey villas
seemingly inspired by the English Garden Suburb developments in other parts of the
country and relates strongly to Kimberley Park below. Typical detail includes arched
and balustraded verandas and open-truss gables.

7.3.12

Park Hill (lower terrace only) is a stepped group of small late nineteenth century stucco
houses incorporating moulded architraves, hoods on brackets and canted oriel bays. In
sharp contrast across the road is Raleigh Place at right angles.

7.3.13

Park Terrace is on the return road at the bottom of Park Hill but appears to be on high
ground in the way it is set back high above the road and overlooking the Park itself. The
houses are arranged in three fine stucco terraces, each terrace slightly different but all
sharing two-storey bay windows and round-arched doorways (one group with roundarched windows above) and incorporating high quality architectural detail such as
moulded eaves and string courses on brackets, pilaster mullions and architraves, and
rustication. At the Park Crescent end is a distinguished early twentieth century former
church hall, now used as by Social Services and as a toy library.

7.3.14

Raleigh Place (see figure 74) is one oftl)e many pleasant surprises of Falmouth being
an unusually narrow mid and later nineteenth century planned street of stucco terraced
houses, those on the lower side essentially very simple standing on a plinth and those on
the opposite side distinguished by having also moulded hoods and sills on brackets and
pilastered doorways with consoles. There is a good survival of panelled doors and sash
windows generally. At the end of the road a terrace of the more simple kind runs at right
angles to the street and here there is a double-fronted house with its original twelve-pane
sash windows. The pastel colours chosen by the residents for their individual houses
provides both variety and interest.

7.4.1

The area to the south-east of Killigrew Street and bounded by Western Terrace, the
existing Woodlane Conservation Area, Wellington Place, and where these join the main
Conservation Area, defines a character area that encompasses predominantly terraced
housing contains generally mid nineteenth century development as far as Albany Road
and generally later nineteenth century extension to the residential area of Falmouth
between Albany Road and Western Terrace. Most of the terraces are stuccoed and they
display a tremendous variety of detail and features, the later terraces generally
incorporating more articulation to their fronts. Particularly good with high quality
features are Windsor Terrace, Norfolk Road and Marlborough Road. Also important but
more modest architecturally are Vernon Place and Wellington Terrace, both groups
retaining good examples of box porches for example. Wellington Terrace, particularly,
has undergone a number of superficial changes to its former character but most of this
could be reversible during a successful enhancement scheme. Also, these terraces,
because of their streetscape prominence as a backdrop to the existing Conservation
Area, provide it with a positive complimentary function. The roads that link with
Killigrew Street, Trelawney Road and Albany Road rise steeply for the first part and the
character of the terraces that step up this slope is greatly enhanced by this stepping
effect. Most of these roads have an avenue character with trees planted on the pavement
margins. Chimney stacks survive on most of the houses within this area but the survival
of sash windows and panelled doors is more patchy. The only listed building within this
character area is the grade 11*Church of all Saints in Killigrew Street but the area relates
visually to many important listed individual buildings or groups.

7.4.2

Albany Place (between Western Terrace and Albany Road) has good examples of
simple mid nineteenth century planned stucco or stone and brick terraces. The stuccoed
houses benefit from stucco embellishment such as doorcases and moulded architraves.
The stone terrace has brick dressings. The reasonable level of survival of brick stacks,
sash windows and panelled doors does much to maintain the character of the general
group and retains the architectural integrity of these individual buildings. Also in
Albany Place is the stone and slate, Gothic with Italianate influence, former Church of
England School of All Saints.

7.4.3

Albany Road runs at right angles to Killigrew Street, runs between Albany Place and
Lister Street, also between West Place and Merill Place, also between Belmont Road and
Budock Terrace, and crosses Marlborough Road before joining the existing Woodlane
Conservation Area. It is from this road that the strong grid pattern of the development of
this part of residential Falmouth is most obvious. There are fine stuccoed villas at the

south end of the road (see figure 76), generally good stucco terraces with typical detail
of bracketed eaves, moulded string courses with brackets over doorways and groundfloor bay windows and quoin strips terminating the individual terraces. There is good
survival of sash windows and panelled doors. The individual villas display more variety,
two of them an unequal pair with some Gothic style detail such as square hoodmoulds
and open-gabled porches, the other villa (the Vicarage) more Italianate Classical but
with two-storey bays at the front. There are avenue trees lining the road but they are
mostly at an early stage of development.
7.4.4

Belmont Road has simple later nineteenth century rendered or stuccoed two-storey
terraces with such detail as ground-floor bay windows, latticed fanlights, and gabled
hoods over the doorways. A few panelled doors and some sash windows survive.

7.4.5

Budock Place is a simple flat-fronted two-storey stuccoed terrace with moulded hoods
over the doorways. The houses are in a cul-de-sac and their fronts overlook the Berkeley
Vale part of Falmouth

7.4.6

Budock Terrace has one terrace (Nos. 36-47) that is similar to Belmont Road (see
above) but otherwise the standard is higher with pilastered doorways and moulded
hoods on brackets and architraves to the windows.

7.4.7

Killigrew Street in general is as described previously but the south-east side of the road
has the added feature of a raised pavement with granite steps at intervals and a fine
series of avenue trees planted near the pavement margin. The 1887-90 grade 11*Church
of All Saints by J. D. Sedding is its finest building carried out in a Free Gothic style.
Also on this side of the road is the former home of John Harris, the gifted "miner" poet.
There is a plaque to his memory on one of the houses (now fitted with plastic windows!)
but it is the house to the right of this that was really Harris's home. Fortunately this
house retains its panelled door and Victorian sash windows but it has been stripped of its
original stucco finish. At the top end of the street there is a short terrace of houses have
a much later character with two-storey canted bays surmounted by open timber gables.

7.4.8

Lister (named after Martin Lister Killigrew) Hill is a route up to this character area
from Killigrew Street and there are no planned terraces relating directly to it.

7.4.9

Lister (see above) Street is a rare example in Falmouth of very simple artisans cottages,
some with stucco, some with stone with brick dressings, their simple character enhanced
by their stepped roofs punctuated by brick stacks and many old clay chimney pots. The
cottages are not arranged in pairs but with the doorways all on the same side of each
unit. At the end of the street is a simple but attractive comer shop.

7.4.10

Marlborough Road has been chosen as the name for this overall character area, partly
because its considerable length spans from the existing Woodlane Conservation Area all
the way to Western Terrace, crossing Trelawney road and Albany Road on the way, but
also because it represents within the detail of its stuccoed terraces the sort of
architectural development that was taking place in this part of expanding Falmouth
during the second half of the nineteenth century. It is also a good example of a wide
avenue road with many of the houses having generous gardens at the front. At the town
end of the road are the earliest houses, a terrace of six of those within the existing
Conservation Area listed grade II and a fine terrace opposite as well (see figure 77). The

7.4.18

Wellington Terrace is a once fine terrace that has undergone rather more alteration than
some. However, the high quality features that survive provide the future opportunity for
a very successful enhancement scheme so that architectural integrity and harmony could
be restored, both to the benefit of Falmouth generally because of the very prominent
siting of the terrace and for the occupants in particular who would be able to feel more
pride in their position overlooking the Moor area of the town. Of course, as is often the
case with historic buildings, many of the later alterations have an interest in their own
right so great care is always needed when assessing the extent and nature of any
reinstatement exercise. Features that survive at Wellington Terrace range from
exceptionally good quality box porches to carved stucco bands, moulded architraves on
brackets and later oriel bays with moulded cornices and consoles (see figure 82).

7.4.19

Western Terrace forms the south-western boundary of this character area. This road is
yet another avenue road, the trees, and the stone boundary walls of the properties,
enhancing the character and atmosphere of the area. The late nineteenth and early
twentieth century buildings along its town side range from veranda-fronted and baywindowed terraces, some with projecting half-timbered gables, to the former
Meteorological Observatory (see figure 7) of 1885. This is an important building for the
history of Falmouth. It is also a very attractive, curiously-shaped and well-detailed
design blending Gothic inspired hoodmoulds with deep projecting eaves in an Italianate
manner. There are also some mid twentieth century buildings, including an inter-war
villa with transomed bow windows, towards Killigrew Street.

7.4.20

Windsor Terrace is unique in Falmouth with its series of square hoodmoulds in the
Gothic style but applied to an otherwise simple Classically-inspired composition.
Curiously, the end house adjacent to Lister Hill has hoods on brackets instead. Beyond
this straight terrace set behind a wide raised pavement is a detached house also with
hoods on brackets. Beyond this is a short terrace with no stucco embellishment.

7.5.1

The main groups between the Woodlane Conservation Area and the main Conservation
Area are Chapel Place, Vernon Place, Smithick Hill, Gyllyng Street, New Street and
Arwenack Avenue. Smithick Hill is a stepped alleyway that represents the survival of a
very old route out of the old town of Smithick that was the forerunner of Falmouth. Also
within this area are the important open amenity spaces of "Lawn Steps" (see figure 50)
and The Old Burial Ground above the church. The planned public garden of Lawn Steps
contains architectural "Garden Landscape" features that in themselves make a very
positive contribution when assessed against the designation criteria. Also, together with
the green area above Well Lane (see figures 29 and 47) it provides a virtually continuous
green link between the original Conservation Area and the Woodlane Conservation
Area, providing walking space and viewing platforms for enjoying the interesting rear
elevations and gardens of Market Street and Church Street, plus views beyond,
altogether providing a marked and positive contrast with the enclosed character of the
main street. Similarly, The Old Burial Ground and later Burial Ground together provide
an important link between the present Conservation Areas. These are also really part of
the curtilage of the grade 11*Church of King Charles the Martyr. They also contain
buildings of note, including the Old Mortuary. Also important, next to the Church, is the
good stone-built grade II listed terrace of Nos. 6-12 and 12A New Street. Further along
New Street there is a simple planned terrace with a good comer shop. This relates very
well with Upper Quay Hill. Above this is the former Quaker Meeting House, a good late
nineteenth century Gothic style building that enhances the character of both New Street
and Gyllyng Street parallel above. Quay Hill continues up as steps up between the
former meeting house and a good stepped terrace of buildings, including a good
example of a virtually unaltered public house, The Oddfellows Arms. Above this is
Pike's Hill that incorporates under its slope, and facing onto Gyllyng Street, a series of
subterranean chambers, possibly cellars or even lime kilns. Further along in Gyllyng
Street are Nos. 9 and 10, an unspoiled pair of houses. Restormel Terrace (with its own
gateway), Fairview Place and Thetis Place make a very positive contribution to the
character of this area. There are also some negative developments in this area but the
overall quality and historic character of the buildings is high. This, together with their
relationship with open amenity space and key linking routes and the importance of the
area as setting for the pre-1999 Conservation Area provides very strong justification for
its inclusion. Also, the way that the present boundary of the main Conservation Area is
drawn so that it cuts through important curtilages is resolved by the latest extension.
There are five listed items (ten individual units) within this character area but the area
relates visually and spatially to a considerable !lumber of listed buildings, many of them
right in the heart of Falmouth.

7.5.2

Chapel Terrace overlooks the main street of Falmouth and the estuary landscape
beyond. The houses stand well elevated behind a broad raised pavement with generous
wide flights of granite steps leading up to it. The mid nineteenth century stuccoed

houses are fairly modest architecturally, one pair having shared doorways within
pilastered frames sheltered by a hood on brackets. The public house called the Jacob's
Ladder on the comer with Vernon Place is a very attractive building with good survival
of sashes with glazing bars including a two-storey bay with moulded cornices. The
chapel that gives the terrace its name is a fine Classical design, its front end surmounted
by a triangular pediment. When seen close-up, however, its plastic windows are very
poor substitutes for what it must have had originally. Altogether though this terrace is a
very attractive composition relating well both visually and spatially with Vernon Place,
Fairview Place and seen as part of the overall character of Falmouth from a variety of
distant vantage points.
7.5.3

Clare Terrace (see figure 15) itself was already within the pre-1999 Conservation Area
and its very special qualities have already been praised. What has not been fully
expressed is the extreme importance this terrace has to the character of the area in front
but also how its own character also depends on this more open character of its special
setting.

7.5.4

Fairview Place is a short stuccoed hip-ended double terrace with very simple detail but
is visually very important as part of the overall composition of Falmouth when seen
from a distance. Its simple character also complements that of Clare Terrace (see figure
15) and Chapel Place whilst forming a backdrop for the very important former
Synagogue in front.

7.5.5

Fish Strand Hill (see figures 48 and 58) is one of the very few pedestrian routes out
from the enclosed main street up to the important vantage points of Gyllyng Street and
Smithick Hill. There is an attractive stepped pair of cottages part way up the steep hill,
with a fine granite runnel in front, and there are some very attractive remains of old
buildings on the comer above this.

7.5.6

Gyllyng Street stretches for most of the length of this character area and appropriately
gives its name to it. This street runs between the two open but wooded amenity spaces
of the Church Burial Ground and presents the main entrance of Lawn Steps (see figure
50), the other important public amenity space within this area. Opposite this is the top
entrance to Well Lane (see figure 47), giving access to more attractive open space before
arriving into the enclosed main street of Falmouth. There are also some good buildings:
Nos. 9 and 10 are listed grade II as being a good example of a stuccoed pair of mid
nineteenth century houses with good stucco features and retaining original sash
windows and panelled doors. Nos. 1-6 is also a good group retaining one virtually
unaltered house with its original sash windows and with attractive slate hanging at one
end, this house also with some good stucco detail. Above, and overlooking this stepped
terrace is more open green amenity space, and a steep pedestrian route up to the end of
Marlborough Road crossing Wodehouse Terrace. Nos. 14-21 also have some good
stucco detail and Nos. 34-41 are a good group, particularly No. 34 (Devonshire! House)
with architraves to the window openings of its end elevation and some original twelvepane sash windows. Also important in Gyllyng Street (but also relating To New Street
and Quay Hill) is the late nineteenth century Gothic style former Quaker Meeting
House, now known as Gyllyng Hall.

7.5.7

Lawn Steps (see figure 50) is one of the most important amenity spaces in Falmouth.
Whilst the features within the area may not be themselves architecturally outstanding it
is still a very attractive space in its own right, but more important is its spectacular
situation, giving access to some of the best views of Falmouth and the beautiful estuary
and countryside beyond that can be found and providing an important part of the setting
for Wodehouse Terrace (see figures 18 and 19).

7.5.8

New Street (that part not already included within the existing Conservation Area) has a
good terrace of mid ninetieth century dwellings listed (Grade II) to the right of the
Church. King Charles Hall also provides an inter-war building of considerable interest
and presence. Further interest is provided by the relationship with the historic rear
elevations of Church Street.

7.5.9

Pike's Hill is a sloping angled track leading between Gyllyng street and Wodehouse
Terrace in one direction and to the top end of Swanpool Street in another. It also gives
access to Restormel Terrace.

7.5.10

Quay Hill links to Pikes Hill at its top end across Gyllyng Street. In the short stretch
between New Street and Gyllyng Street is the virtually unaltered public house called the
Oddfellows Arms with original twelve-pane sash windows and an oriel bay window.
Above this are more buildings that make a positive contribution to the area. The lower
part of Quay Hill is in the pre-1999 Conservation area and contains some good listed
buildings.

7.5.11

Restormel Terrace is another of the surprises of Falmouth, particularly with respect to
the round archway through the thick stone wall that forms the entrance to the terrace.
The houses themselves have bay windows to the ground floors, hoods on brackets and
attractive hipped roof dormers punctuating roofs with good brick stacks and old
chimney pots.

7.5.12

Smithick Hill is clearly named as the old route out of the former seventeenth century or
earlier settlement of Smithick that was later absorbed into the town of Falmouth
following its Incorporation in 1661. The hill slopes steeply out of the town and also has
steps at intervals and there are other granite steps leading off to Vernon Place above. At
the top of the Hill, across what is arguably the end of Gyllyng Street is the very rare
Jewish Synagogue, a fine brick building, listed grade II, with beautiful round-arched
original multi-paned windows.

7.5.13

Summercourt (Somercourt on sign) starts as a narrow ope from the town centre and
leads up a steep slope past some interesting buildings, then some interesting ruins and
on into Gyllyng Street offering open space, visual interest on the way and spectacular
views over Falmouth from the top.

7.5.14

Swanpool Street defines the south-eastern boundary ofthis character area. The lower
part is in the existing Conservation Area and contains one listed building. The top end
relates to a number of good listed buildings and midway it relates to the listed gate piers
of Arwenack Avenue. The buildings at the Swanpool Street end of the Avenue appear to
be some of the oldest in the street but the general effect is of variety, of an evolved street
rather than a planned street. This street also provides a good opportunity for gaining
distant views across the water.

7.5.15

Thetis Place is a delightful pair of double-fronted houses under a hipped roof
overlooking Gyllyng Street and beyond. One house has a doorcase, the other has bay
windows to the ground floor.

7.5.16

Vernon Place is an L-shaped Street standing on steep high ground above the Moor and
Market Street part of Falmouth, the two parts linked by a broad flight of granite steps.
Both parts slope providing a very interesting roofscape with exceptional survival of
interesting chimneys with old clay pots (see figure 83)), either as seen close-up or as
seen from a number of more distant vantage points. The Wellington Terrace arm of
Vernon Place gives access to Jacob's Ladder, listed grade II, and the lower end of the
other arm of the street is linked to Jacob's Ladder by a further flight of granite steps.
The group retains good examples of door hoods and box porches and there are forecourt
railings fronting some of the basements. The best individual building is the pair with
linked Dutch gables (Nos. 43 and 44) (see figure 81) that face towards Clare Terrace
(see figure 15) .

7.5.17

Well Lane (see figure 47) has a series of attractive buildings running up from Church
Street and these adjoin the most continuous sequence of individual listed buildings in
Falmouth. Those lower down Well Lane are polite stucco examples with good detail
such as moulded hoods on consoles an recessed architraves. The house at the top of this
section is eighteenth century with a steeply-pitched roof and a splayed comer. Set back
from this is a particularly attractive stone building, also with a splayed comer. This
group overlooks the open space of the Well Lane Car Park and the green sloping land
above it. At the very top of the lane there are interesting old stone walls defining the
steep path boundary.

7.5.18

Wodehouse Terrace (see figures 18 and 19) is within the pre-1999 Conservation Area,
but, like Clare Terrace (see figure 15), faces onto this character area and in the same way
depends on it for its setting.

7.6.1

Towards the south-east of end of Falmouth is Bar Road and Bar Terrace. This important
group is visually prominent from the estuary and forms a very attractive link between
the older part of Falmouth and Pendennis Headland, stretching along its narrow neck.
There are also some good listed buildings towards the far end. Adjacent to this is
Railway Cottages at one end, historically important for their part in the development of
Falmouth since the introduction of the railway in 1863, and Avenue Road at the other
end. Arwyn Cottages and Arwyn Place are very attractive groups relating to Avenue
Road. Also, most of the buildings within Avenue Road itself have positive character and
interest that justify inclusion of this part of Falmouth within a conservation area.

7.6.2

Arwenack Avenue is already partly within the existing Conservation Area. However,
the whole Avenue is both historically important and is also an important amenity space
with generally positive groups of buildings relating to it. On the side away from the
town is a fine series of inter-war houses most of which retain their scantle slate hipped
roofs. Near the top end is the former Art School, also a fine building. On the town side
the delightful stuccoed Elm Grove Cottages survive virtually unaltered and with some
good stucco detail, and with their recessed entrance bays they are reminiscent of Tehidy

Terrace and Harbour Terrace see figure 70). Farther down are two more attractive
stuccoed elevations, one with a shaped and moulded gable. The effect of the wide
avenue itself and the maturing gardens relating to it is one of the most restful and
tranquil to be found near central Falmouth.
7.6.3

Arwyn Cottages is an attractive two-storey stuccoed stepped terrace that relates to
Avenue Road, also around the comer to Arwyn Place, across to Arwenack Avenue, and
also overlooks Grove Place. Some of the houses have ground-floor bays, one has a twostorey moulded canted bay surmounted by a gabled dormer and the one at the top end
has hooded architraves and sills on brackets. There is a very attractive stone wall
surrounding the fairly deep front gardens, and two Dracaena palms.

7.6.4

Arwyn Place is a further one of Falmouth's pleasant surprises, a little hidden away up a
steep slope. These late nineteenth century houses are highly articulated both by stepping
up and with their open-truss gabled projecting bays. The paired doorways are set under
deep bracketed hoods with hipped roofs. This group relates to Glyn Cottages opposite.

7.6.5

Avenue Road (see also that part of Avenue Road that lies within the "Seafront"
character area) lives up to its name with mature wooded gardens providing the avenue
effect. This character area extends up to the fine dressed stone 1863 Railway Bridge.
The houses are mostly late nineteenth century, the slightly older ones with two-storey
hipped bays, the others with canted bays surmounted by gables with verandas over the
entrances. Farther up the road Arwenack Avenue leads off.

7.6.6

Bar Lane is a narrow access lane at the rear of Bar Terrace. It provides a peaceful
escape from the traffic and has high amenity value relating as it does to the wooded
effect of the railway on the other side.

7.6.8

Bar Terrace is a fine array of mostly stucco terraces set generally high up overlooking
the Dock area of Falmouth and also overlooking the "prestige" 1980s residential
development of Port Pendennis. At the far end of the road are two particularly important
Regency period painted brick houses (listed grade II) with original sash windows and
panelled doors set back within open distyle porches. Nearer the town is a slightly later
pair of double-fronted stuccoed houses (now four) with their symmetrical fronts flanked
by giant fluted columns, also virtually unaltered and also listed grade II. The left-hand
house used to have a belvedere tower to take advantage of its wonderful prospect. Next
to this pair is a later taller house with a two-storey bay window, gabled dormer and
round-arched doorway. Then come three fine late nineteenth century terraces, all with
steep sloping front gardens retained by high stone walls. The terrace farthest from the
town centre has ground-floor canted bay windows and a mid-floor string which is
carried on brackets over the doorways. The next terrace is more ornate with two-storey
bays, eaves and string cornices, architraves and triangular pediments over the doorways.
The terrace nearest to the town centre is the most simple of the group with a mid-floor
string and architraves with keyblocks. This whole group is an important part of the
overall character of Falmouth, particularly as-they can be enjoyed from afar as well as
close to.

7.6.10

Marine Crescent is a proper curved crescent of houses facing the estuary but now
overlooking also the residential development of Port Pendennis. This crescent is highly
individual and has some memorable features, particularly the fine bowed oriel windows
to the first floor (see figure 84), plus the much larger ground-floor bay windows ..

7.6.11

The Dell is sometimes thought of as just one of Falmouth's car parks. However, it is
much more than that. The car park is itself an important open amenity space for the
town, particularly with its close relationship with Arwenack Avenue but it also links to
one of the special delights of Falmouth, a wonderful tree-shaded path leading up via
Fox's Row to Melvill Road or the other way up to Woodlane, much of the wooded area
actually framed by an old stone boundary wall.

7.7.1

South of the railway is the seafront area of Falmouth (see figures 24 and 87), the
railtrack providing almost a clear boundary between the development brought about by
the arrival of the railway and that resulting from the town's former dependence on the
Packet Service and associated maritime industries. However, this character area also
strays onto the town side of the railway up to and including Melvill Road, an area with
similar seaside dependant development including some good quality hotels and guest
houses. The area between the railway and the seafront is rich in good late nineteenth and
early twentieth century hotels, guest houses, and private houses (many of which now
cater for bed-and-breakfast). There are also some inter-war houses of real quality as at
Spernen Wyn Road and Tresahar Road. All this development has been built on land that
was related to the few older houses like "Raffles" and Gyllyngdune House (see figure
12). This character area is as much part of the real character of Falmouth as the main
shopping street or Custom House Quay. It is this character area that makes the link
across from older seafront Falmouth to its later reputation as a seafront of quality with
accommodation and entertainment to match. It is also the part of Falmouth most noted
for its micro-climate gardens, whether public, commercial or private. There are four
listed items in this character area.

7.7.2

Avenue Road continues away from waterfront Falmouth from the railway bridge to
Melvill Road. On the town side of the road there is are some turn-of the-century houses
and early twentieth century houses of some interest, particularly Nos. 20-24 that have
open-truss gable projections fronted by two-storey canted bay windows plus entrance
bays with balustraded balconies. Further up the hill the quality is even better with a
memorable group of Tudoresque hotels with balustraded gables and wide projecting
bays (see figure 85). On the other side of the road there are two inter-war bungalows
with gabled bay windows and a post-war block that blends reasonably well.

7.7.3

Boscawen Road overlooks the seafront facing towards the Pendennis Headland. All the
houses along this road are inter-war and architect designed, all different to each other
but with a strong impression of quality and well integrated by their particular period
flavour.

7.7.5

Castle Beach is the part of the Seafront that has without question architecturally the
most distinguished hotel on the seafront, namely the 1865 Falmouth Hotel (see figure
21), listed grade II. The hotel is very tall and its height is emphasised by its steep
baronial style roof. It is a building that looks very good from the distance and even
better close up, with an interior to match.

7.7.6

Cliff Road is effectively most of the length of the Seafront, being the road that
overlooks the sea, and it is here that many of the larger hotels proclaim themselves. Two
of the best of the older buildings, namely Cliff House and the Bay Hotel have been
demolished in recent years, but fortunately the standard of design of the new buildings
along the seafront is unusually high. Of the old hotels that survive there is a good group
of three at the Pendennis end, some interest also in St Michael's Hotel at the opposite
end, and there are some other buildings of quality in between including a private house
with a random width and diminishing course slate roof. Publicly accessible buildings
and spaces include the very important Gyllyngdune Gardens (see figure 25), the former
grounds of Gyllyngdune House. Within the gardens there is a cave and a shell grotto
(see figure 86). Relating to these on the seaward side is the related so-called Chapel
(really a summerhouse), listed grade II, and associated balustrading and steps. This
group also relates to the Princess Pavilion (see figure 23). Another public and important
facility is the elegant classically-inspired public conveniences (next to Queen Mary
Gardens. It is the importance of the seafront itself (see figure 87) to the character of
Falmouth, the quality and interest of the buildings, and the quality of the gardens that
make the whole of Cliff Road worthy of inclusion into an extended Conservation Area

7.7.7

De Pass Road provides a very short link between Melvill Road and Cliff Road on the
seafront. The road is named after Alfred de Pass, a discriminating art collector who was
the principal donor of the art collection now exhibited at the Falmouth Art Gallery. He
lived at Cliff House, that until fairly recently made a great contribution to the character
and interest of Cliff Road. The stuccoed Lerryn Hotel is the only building that relates
directly to De Pass Road and this has some presence. Its most interesting feature is a
polygonal comer turret with moulded cornices and tall sash windows between its
mullions. The whole building is designed to offer variety in its elevations with a strong
play on projecting gables and first-floor balconies.

7.7.8

Emslie Gardens is a post-war development of some quality, designed so that the
gardens dominate.

7.7.9

Emslie Road has three groups of villas of some interest with the emphasis on projecting
gables, bay windows and balustraded verandas. Two of the blocks have red tiled roofs.
All have generous gardens with planting appropriate to their seaside location.

7.7.10

Fenwick Road is another important link between Melvill Road and the seafront. On the
east side of this road are more good examples of seaside character, then a good 1863
railway bridge with steps up on its landward side. Beyond the bridge towards Melvill
Road is eighteenth century "Raffles", formerly the "White Cottage" (former home of the
notable writer Howard Spring) and its associated eighteenth century buildings.

significant buildings of local interest including the imposing Water Tower and the
striking former Barracks (see figure 93). It also provides some of the best amenity space
available to Falmouth and provides an unrivalled vantage point from which to
appreciate the special relationship that Falmouth enjoys with the surrounding sea, Docks
and waterfront, and of course its picturesque setting within the unspoiled landscapes and
seascapes beyond. The area selected omits the Docks and the later residential
development at the neck of the headland. Much of the Headland is designated as a
scheduled ancient monument. There are six listed items including two at grade I and one
at grade 11*.
7.8.2

Castle Drive is the only road in this character area and this provides for a complete
circuit of the headland offering of the best coastal drive or walking opportunities that
Cornwall has to offer.

Conservation has its agenda set out in PPG 15. These guidance notes clearly identify the
need for sustainability of our historic environments, proposing balance rather than
impractical goals of simply advocating preservation for its own sake. Historic buildings
and character within an area offer the opportunity for an interesting environment with a
high quality of life, allowing for appropriate change where it can enhance and
preventing ill-conceived development where it would cause harm~
To be in a position to follow such an agenda the special character of Falmouth has
needed to be understood and defined and its problems addressed.

• That Falmouth has a very special character that deserves to be managed in a
responsible way
• That the historic boundaries of Falmouth with respect to the way it meets the water
on both its waterfront and its seafront are very important elements of its special
interest
• That despite having such a strong overall interest there are problems that need to be
addressed

• That public funding can be justified for repairs and enhancement works within
defined areas
• That further controls are needed to prevent some particularly harmful aspects of
permitted development
• That there is considerable justification for extending the Conservation Area to
include further areas of clearly definable character that contribute to the overall
special character of Falmouth
• That this survey now provides a very useful historic audit that can be used to aid
decisions about Falmouth's future in general and for its individual buildings in
particular
• That the historic rights of way are an essential part of the character of Falmouth that
provide invaluable opportunities for its exploration and discovery, and that the rights
of access to these need to be protected.

Bob Dunstan (assisted by Ruth Dunstan, revised by Esther Dunstan), The Book of
Falmouth and Penryn (Falmouth 1975)

Paul Newman, The Meads of Love (The Life and Poetry of John Harris, 1820-1884)
(Redruth 1994)

R. Thomas, History and Description of the Town and Harbour of Falmouth (Falmouth
1826)

Ursula (Lady) Redwood, The Story of Flushing, Cornwall and a Guide to the Village
(Flushing 1975)
Charles Johns (CAU) for Carrick District Council and English Heritage, Pendennis
Headland (Truro 1992)

Revised List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest, Falmouth (24th
April 1996)

Methodist Church Property Division Listed Buildings and Buildings in Conservation
Areas
Carrick District Wide Local Plan (as amended by the proposed modifications March
1997)
Carrick District Wide Local Plan Summary of Policies (incorporating the first and
second sets of modifications November 1997)

Town and Country Planning General Permitted Development Order (from 3rd June)
1995
Articles: Shimizu: Part II - The Implications for Conservation Area Controls (Michael
Brainsby and Howard Carter)

Conservation Area Partnerships (English Heritage Guidance Leaflets I (incomplete) 2
and 3)

Your Permitted Development Rights and Environmental Assessment (DOE and Welsh
Office)
Historic Parks and Gardens in the Planning system: A Handbook (Christopher Dingwall
and David Lambert, Conservation Officers for the Garden History Society

Civic Trust Regeneration Unit, Centre Vision, Falmouth Town Centre Regeneration
Strategy (Interim Report 6/7/94)
Civic Trust Regeneration Unit, Falmouth Town Centre Regeneration Strategy (SWOT
Workshop 8/8/94)
Civic Trust Regeneration Unit, Falmouth Town Centre Regeneration Strategy (Interim
Report 1994)

Falmouth Waterfront Strategy (Civic Trust Regeneration Unit) (Waterfront maps and
ideas and costs)

St Just Report Meeting 20.9.95 (see also separate package from conservation officers in
Cornwall)
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